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TRAGICALLY, when the word
"perfection" is spoken, the speak-
er is often identified as some kind

of fanatic. Is perfection-living a life of
perfect obedience to God's revealed
will-supported by the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy? Yes, a thousand times
yes. Holiness and perfection are synony-
mous. God commands us to be perfect-
to be holy:

"Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in heaven is petfect."
Matthew 5:48.

"As obedient children, not fashioning
yourselves according to the former lusts
in your ignorance: but as he which hath
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all
manner of conversation; because it is
written, Be ye holy; for I am holy."
I Peter 1:14-16.
Holiness comes to us by our willing

obedience to all known truth. Holiness is
a progressive experience in obedience
which we know as justification and sanc-
tification.
How do we begin this experience of

perfection? The inspired prophets give
us the answer:

"What a God is our God! He rules over
His kingdom with diligence and care, and
He has built a hedge-the Ten Command-
ments-about His subjects to preserve them
from the results of transgression. In requir-
ing obedience to the laws of His kingdom,
God gives His people health and happiness,
peace and joy. He teaches them that the
perfection of character He requires can be
attained only by becoming familiar with His
Word." Counsels 10 Parents, Teachers. and
Students. 454.

"[Christ] is a perfect and holy Example,
given for us to imitate. We cannot equal the
Pattern; but we shall not be approved of
God if we do not copy it and, according to
the ability which God has given, resemble
it." Testimonies, voL 2, 549.
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"We are to represent to the world the
beauty of holiness, and we shall never
enter the gates of the city of God until
we perfect a Christlike character. If we,
with trust in God, strive for sanctifica-
tion. we shall receive it. Then as witness-
es for Christ, we 3re to make known
what the grace of God has wrought in
us." The Upward Look, 99.

"To every one who surrenders fully
to God is given the privilege of living
without sin, in obedience to the law of
Heaven." Review and Herald, Septem-
ber 27, 1906; see also The Great Contro-
versy, 623.

"And ye shall seek me, and find me,
when ye shall search for me with all your
heart." Jeremiah 29: 13.

Inspired prophets have answered our
question, How do we begin such an experi-
ence? Jesus said, "Comeunto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest." Matthew 11 :28. Our success in
holiness and perfection is in the Holy in-
spired Word of God. We are told that we
must search out and imitate the example of
Christ's character. As we strive with all our
heart and soul for that experience, we shall
receive it. God is anxious to bestow it on us.
He has been waiting for over one hundred
years to pour out this experience-the laner
rain-upon His church.

The prophet tells us that everything
depends on the right action of our will:

"Many are inquiring, 'How am I to
make the surrender of myself to God?' You
desire to give yourself to Him, but you are
weak in moral power, in slavery to doubt,
and controlled by the habits of your life of
sin. Your promises and resolutions are like
ropes of sand. You cannot control your
thoughts, your impulses, your affections.
The knowledge of your broken promises
and forfeited pledges weakens your confi-
dence in your own sincerity, and causes you
to feel that God cannot accept you; but you
need not despair. What you need to under-
stand is the true force of the will. This is the
governing power in the nature of man, the
power ofdecision, or of choice. Everything
depends on the right action of the will. The

power ofchoice God has given to men; it is
theirs to exercise. You cannot change YOlflr
heart, you cannot of yourself give to God its
affections; but you can choose to serve Him.
You can give Him your will; He will then
work in you to will and to do according to
His good pleasure. Thus your whole nature
will be brought under the control of the
Spirit of Christ; your affections will be
centered upon Him, your thoughts wi II be in
harmony with Him."Steps to Christ. 47; see
also Temperance. 113; The Desire ofAges.
125.

Satan has used a strange power to
keep the message of victory over all sin
from God's people:

"The human agent sees what he has
to contend with-a strange power 0l'-
posed to the idea of attaining the perfec-
tion that Christ holds out. But with Christ
there is saving power that will gain for
him victory in the conflict. The Saviour
will strengthen and help him as he comes
pleading for grace and efficiency." The
Upward Look, 238.

These are the words we must keep in
mind as we pray for victory over the devil
and all sin. Surrender your will and come to
Jesus everyday, striving for holiness and
perfection of character which is obedience
to all known nuth. The key is in the Inspired
Word: "Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word ofnuth."
2 Timothy 2:15.
Remember, the only treasure that we

will take from this world of sin is a
sinless character. See Christ sObject Les-
SOil. 332.

Soon God's holy, perfect, true rem-
nant people will give the loud cry to the
world:

..Arise, shine; for thy light is come,
and the glory of the LORD is risen upon
thee." Isaiah 60: l.

"When the character of Christ shall
be perfectly reproduced in His people,
then He will come to claim them as His
own." Christ sObject Lessons. 69.

Ron Spear-EDIToR
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Competition in the
Church, Part I

Adapted from a paper presenred by
the Quthor to the "Seminar 011 Psychol-
ogy and Religion, " Walla Walla College,
College Place, Washington, on May 30,
1985.

I N OUT American culture with its his-
toric emphasis on individualism, there
is a very common belief that "'it is a

dog-cat-dog world out there, and to be
adequately prepared we need to teach
our children how to compete-to get
out there and win," The persistent theme
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has been that children must be taught
to be competitive in order to survive in
a competitive world. This pervasive
philosophy has been most openly ap-
parent in the emphasis on competitive
sports in our schools. The influence of
this attitude, however, is by no means
limited to sports or athletic activities.
Careful observation will reveal that this
belief has just as significantly infil-
trated into many orher areas of our
educational system where it may ap-
pear less obvious.

IVernon W. Shafer I

The competitiveness value has become
so well ingrained into our educational phi-
losophy that for many it has taken on the
proportions of a sacred cow. However,
notwithstanding the vigor with which some
would defend this position, there are still
some important questions that must be
raised. First, is this concept based upon
sOlmd principles?-Is it true? Second, and
most important to the Christian, is it in
hannony with the teachings and directions
of the Word of God-the principles and
guidelines articulated in the Bible and
through His inspired messenger?

It is of interest that these issues have
begun to attract the concern of secular,
social scientists who are beginning to bring
together a growing mass of evidence that
questions the assumed positive role of com-
petitiveness in education.

Dr. M. J. Meadow, in her presidential
address to the "Division of Psychologists
Interested in Religious Issues" at the
recent meeting of the American Psycho-
logical Association in Toronto, warned:
"We are on the brink of nuclear holo-
caust because we have been socialized
from our cribs to compete." She charged
that religiolls institutions have sold out
to competitive, nationalistic and economic
interests, teaching universal love with
their lips while their own behavior has
modeled these divisive activities.

She continued: "We, as psychologists
know which lesson will be the better
learned-the preached one or the one taught
by modeling and reinforcement. ...

"To accomplish this, however, par-
ents and social leaders will have to begin
reinforcing cooperative, rather than com-
petitive, behavior from the time children
are born. In the classroom, instead of
pitting children against each other in a
win-lose spelling bee, each child would
supply one letter until the word had been
spelled correctly, at which point the en-
tire group would be congratulated." I

At the same meeting a number of
scientists stressed similar concerns, and
chided Christians for supporting com-
petitive behavior contrary to their "love
ethic" preaching.

Dr. Janet Spence of the University of
Texas, and 1984 president of the Ameri-
can Psychological Association, recently
presented an address to the Washington
State Psychological Association in Spo-
kane in which she reported some signifi-
cant research that she and her associates
have been doing on the factors that relate
to achievement. In her study, Dr. Spence
defines competitiveness as "the desire to



W hat modem psychologists are just
discovering about the negative effects of

competition is certainly not news to the student
of the Scriptures. For replete in Scripture is the
continuing emphasis on the virtue of humility.

win over others and to be number one,
the enjoyment of head-to-head contests;
competitiveness differs from mastery in
its interpersonal flavor ... being bener
than other people versus pitting one's
self against a challenging task."2

Mastery is defined as "preference for
taking on challenging tasks and meeting
internally-prescribed standards of perfor-
mance."3

Dr. Spence goes on to describe their
findings:

"In every instance, the results indicated
the significant and often substantial contri-
bution of achievement motives to our per-
fonnance indicators-but not in quite the
way that many would have anticipated.
Happily, work and mastery motives are
consistently associated with better perfor-
mance. However, interpersonal competi-
tiveness is associated with poorer perfor-
mance and is particularly destructive when
combined with high levels of work and
mastery. Putting the matter another way, the
group of individuals high in work and
mastery but low in competitiveness, was
uniformly most successful. ... An addi-
tional sidelight on interpersonal competi-
tiveness is its relationship to intrinsic mo-
tives, which, to date, we have investigated
only in college students. In describing their
future goals, highly competitive students
place greater importance on attaining pres-
tige and high income than do other students.
Further, like competitiveness, high extrinsic
motivation is associated with poorer aca-
demic performance....

"A recent investigation of the perfor-
mance of the cockpit crews of COM-
FAA inspectors showed exactly the same
pattern as that of the most effective
nurses, including being high in expres-
siveness and low in competitiveness."

Dr. Spence acknowledges that there
are obviously many situations in life that
are inherently competitive, but she makes
this observation:

"As individuals, we must be willing to
compete and to dare to risk failure if we are
to gain desired outcomes. However, too
many individuals-parents, teachers, em-
ployers-believe that in order to become a
successful competitor, one must learn to
relish and value competition for its own
sake-to develop competitiveness as a gen-
eralized personal quality. As our data show,
this is individualism run amok, likely to
hamper the individual and to be destructive
to the group."4

What modem psychologists are just
discovering about the negative effects of
competition is certainly not news to the

student of the Scriptures. For replete in
Scripture is the continuing emphasis on the
virtue ofhumility. The paradoxical truism of
Christ's ministry and example voiced by the
Saviour was, "'Whosoever shall exalt him-
self shall be abased; and he that shall
humble himself shall be exalted." Matthew
23: I2. "Whosoever will be great among
you, let him be your minister; and whoso-

ever will be chief among you, let him be
your servant: even as the Son of man came
not to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give his life a ransom for many."
Matthew 20:26-28. And again, "For he that
is least among you all, the same shall be
great." Luke 9:48.

It is of interest to note that these state-
ments represent a completely opposite point
of view from Dr. Spcnce's definition of
competitiveness as "the desire to win over
others and to be number one.'"

The apostle Paul expressed the same
anticompetitive perspective of the Gospel
when he admonished, "Be kindly affectioned
one to another with brotherly love; in honour
preferring one another." Romans 12: 10.
Paul further points to Christ as our ultimate
example in stepping down from His throne
of glory to share man's lot in order to save
him. See Philippians 2:5-1 I. Throughout
Scripture this theme is presented as the
foundation principle of God's order.

By contrast, the enemy of souls is
clearly identified as the author of envy and
competitive striving to be first, saying, "r
will be like the most High." Isaiah 14: 14.
God said of him, "Thy wisdom and thy
knowledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou
hast said in thine heart, I am, and none else
beside me." Isaiah 47: 10.

lt is not surprising that we should see the
same principles being pervasively articu-
lated and emphasized by God's messenger
to our church as those expressed by Bible
writers. I suspect it is such a common battle
for us all to let go of the struggle to be first
that the Lord has seen fit to provide us with
much instruction and warnings about this
problem. There are some 22 pages of

references on this and closely related topics
in The Comprehensive Index to the Writings
of Ellel! G. White.

Though it is beyond the scope of this
article to review all of this rich and
voluminous material, any perusal of these
writings leaves one with several distinct
impre sions. First is an appreciation of
the grave importance that the Lord places

on this issue, and His concern that we be
adequately warned about its seriousness.
Second is that the problem permeates
every aspect of our lives, and must be
continually guarded against as one of the
primary avenues through which Satan is
determined to seduce us away from God.
"It is Satan's work to excite pride and
ambition, selfishness, and love for su-
premacy." Medical Ministry, 48.

Third, in speaking about this issue, is
that the Bible writers and Mrs. White place
emphasis on the basic principles involved.
These are applied in a wide variety of
situations-from competition and rivalry
between ministers, physicians, institutions,
husbands and wives, in the classrooms, and
in sports, to competition in all circum-
stances-the basic principle is the same.
Thus our study should focus on identifying
the underlying principle rather than on
becoming hung up on specific application.

The fourth impression is that in our
personal spiritual life, as well as in the
education of our youth, this perspective of
the subduing of self is of primary impor-
tance. This is the reason that the enemy of
souls works SO hard to entice us into the
mistaken notion that our Christian witness
and influence will be greater if we sacrifice
ourdistinctiveness and conform to the world
by engaging in competition. See Testimo-
nies to Ministers, 472-474.

The reader is urged to study exten-
sively this huge body of precious mate-
rial, but as an introduction to that study
here are just a few of the multitude of
comments on this topic by Ellen White:

"While self is unsubdued, we can fmd
no rest." The Desire of Ages, 336. This
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I t is seen that the underlying problem of allcompetitive efforts is to put self first, whether
it is applied to individuals or to institutions.
God's messenger makes it very clear what is the
origin of this spirit.

chased possession. Ifhis motives, words, or
actions arc misunderstocxl ormisrepresented.
he takes no offense. but pursues the even
tenor of his way. He is kind and thoughtful,
humble in his opinion of himsciI', yci full of
hope. always trusting in the mercy and love
ofGod." Christ:, Object Lessons, I0 I-I 02.

"The salvation of human beings means
much morc than many re<ilizc. It mcans
that we arc to choose God's way rather
than our own. The Lord cannot save men
while they refuse 10 humble themselves
under the reproofs and warnings that He
sends, strenuously asserting Iheir own
will. and following their own course of
action'" The Upll"ard Look. 134.

It is seen that Ihe underlying problcm of
all competitive cffol1s is 10 put self first,
whether it is applied to individuals or to
institutions. God's messenger makes it very
clear what is the origin of this spirit. At the
same time there is the caution that we arc not
immune to having this spirit contaminate
even our to share the Gospel:

"Never should the Immagers of our
institutions attempt, in the slightest
to take advantage of one another. Such
etJorts are most offensive to God. Slmrp
dealing. Ihe effon to drive sharp bargains
with one another, isa wrong that He will not
tolerate. Every effol1 to exalt onc institution
at the expense of another is wrong." Tes,i·
monies, vol. 7, 174.

"Not consolidation, not rivalry or
cism, but cooperation. b God's plan for
His institutions.'" Ibid.

"There should be no rivalry betwecn
our publishing houses. If this spirit is
indulged, it will grow and slrengthen,
and will crowd out the missionary spirit.
It will grieve Ihc Spirit of God, and will
banish from the institution the minister-
ing angels sent to be coworkers with
those who cherish the grace of God."
Ibid., 173-17'+.

Again, the wish to exalt self is secn
as contradictory to our effort to work
with Christ ill saving souls:
"He [Jesus I showed what is the prin-

ciplc that bears sway in the kingdom of
heaven, and in what true greatness COI1-
sists, as estimated by the standard or the
courts above. Those who were actuated
by pride and love of distinction were
thinking of themselves, and of the re-
wards they were to have, rather than how
they were to render back to God the gifts
they had received. They would have no
place in the kingdom of heaven." Tlte
Desire ofAges, '+36.

We arc further told thai though there is
a continued desire for supremacy that per-

pervert and misapply the Scriptures, and
blinded them to Ihe purpose of Christ's
mission. . As leaven, if left to COI11-

plete its work, will cause corruption and
decay, so docs the self-seeking spiril,
cherished, work the defilement and ruin
of Ihe soul." Ibid., 409.

"Your energy and efficiency in the
upbuilding of My kingdom. Jesus says,
depend upon your receiving of My Spirit.
You must be partakers of My grace, in

order to be a savor of life unto life. Then
there will be no rivalry, no self-seeking,
no desire for the highest place. You will
have that love which seeks not her own,
but another's wealth." Ibid., 439.

"The Icaven oftnlth will not producethc
spirit of rivalry, the love of ambition, thc
desire to be first. True, hcaven-bom love is
not selfish and changeable. Jt is not depen·
dent on human pmise. 111c hean of him who
receives the grace of God overflows wilh
love for God and for those for whom Christ
died. Self is not struggling for recognition.
He does not love others because they love
and please him, because they appreciate his
merits, but because they arc Christ's pur-

CRRISIIIlI
EDUCATIoN

observation is made in the context of de-
scribing how helpless we are in our own
power to overcome the "masterful passions
of the heart:' and that it is only through the
divine conncction that self can be subdued.
Again she obscrved, "Only the power of
God can banish self-seeking 'md hypo,;-
risy." Ibid., 409.

In speaking about the closing evcnts
of Christ's carthly ministry, Ellen White
makes this comment:

"While they were contending for the
highest place, He to whom every knee
shall bow, He whom the angels of glory
count it honor to serve, bowed down to
wash Ihe feet of those who called Him
Lord. He washed the feel of His be-
trayer." lbid., 649.

Another interesting dimension of'
this problem and its potential effects
even upon our theology, is related in
conneclion wilh the religious leaders
of Christ's time:

"The hypocrisy of the Pharisees was
the product of self-seeking. The glorifi-
cation of themselves was the object of
their lives. It was this that led them to

E. A. Sutherland, at the 1899 General Conference Ses-
sion, started the movement for a worldwide Seventh-day
Adventist Church school system as he declared: "We call
our older brethren out of Babylon; but we let our children
attend the Egyptian schools and learn Egyptian ways." As
president of four different colleges-Walla Walla, Battle
Creek, Emmanuel Missionary (now Andrews University),

and Madi on-and a close confidant and student of Ellen G. White, E.
A. Sutherland brings a wealth of historical infonnation and present truth
on God's true plan of education.
You may now order a copy of Studies in Christian Education from

Hope International for $6.95. Please see page 3 for shipping and sales
tax information.
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sist5 among God's people (see SeLected
Messages, vol. 2, 382; vol. 1, l25)l no man
should work for God with this kind of
ambition (see Testimonies, vol. 7, 198)
because his service for God is marred by
this spirit (sec Chris!s 0Neel Lessons, 52).
Pride and ambition which lead to strife for
supremacy (see Patriarchs and Prophets,
403-404) are secn as the fruit of a divided
hca11 (see Son')' and Daughlers of God,
286), and shut men out of God's kingdom
(see Evangelism, 102). It is an altitude that
will cease to exist among Seventh-day Ad-
ventists when persecution comes. See Testi-
monies, voL 6, 401.

It is with this kind of perspective that
the warning against conFormity to the
world is emphasized since Mrs. White
says of Satan, "He will use every pos-
sible advantage you give him to control
minds." Upward Look, 20. "In all who
arc under the training of God is to be
revealed a life that is not in harmony
with the world, its customs, or its prac-
tices." The Desire ofAges, 363. In fact,
this truth is articulated even more spe-
cifically in her description of a vision of
Satan's plan for defeating the church:

..As the people of God approach the
perils of the last days, Satan holds earnest
consultation with his angels as to the most
SUCcl,;ssrul plan of overthrowing their
faith .... Says the great deceiver: ... 'Lov-
ers of pleasure more than lovers ofGod will
be our most effecti ve helpers. Those of this
class who are apt and intelligent wiLl serve
as decoys to draw others into our snares.
Many will not fear their influence, because
t.hey profess the same faith. We will thus
lead them lo conclude that the requirements
of Christ are less strict than thcy once
believed, and thm by confonllity to the
world t.hey would exert a greater influence
with worldlings. Thus, they will separate
from Christ; thcn they will have no strength
to re:sisl our power, and erelong they will be
ready to ridicule their fanner zeal and
devotion.' II Testimonies to Ministers, 472,
474. 0

This article will conclude in the March
issue of Ol/r Firm Foundation.

REFERENCES:

l. QllOto..:d ill APA Monitor. November 1984,
"Pollution of Religion Tied 10 Nuclear Threat,"
by Kathleen Fisher.

2. "Achievement ,md Achievcmcnt by
bllct T. Spence, WSPA Agl!llda. Winter 1985.

3. Ibid.
4. Ibid.
5. Ibid.

The Evangelism & Revival Department
of Hope International

presents these upcoming meetings:

FEbRUARy 1997
Walla Walla, WA February 1

Senior Center
311 N Main, Milton-Freewater, WA

Portland, OR February 8
Mt. Hood Community College Visual Arts Theater (VA22)

26000 SE Stark St., Gresham, OR
San Diego, CA February 14-16

Montgomery High School Cafeteria
3250 Palm Ave, San Diego, CA

LaCenter, MN February 15
Call for Location

Puyallup (North Hill), WA February 22
Edgewood Grange Hall

1806 Meridian East, Puyallup
Colton, CA February 21-22

American Legion
1401 Veteran's Way, Colton, CA

Eatonville, WA (Week of Prayer) ....... February 23-27
Hope International

San Diego, CA February 28-March 2
Montgomery High School Cafeteria
3250 Palm Ave, San Diego, CA

1997
Redlands, CA March 1

Location to be announced

Look for our "Upcoming Meetings" announcements in fu-
ture issues. If you need more infonnation please call Hope
International, (360) 832-6602, and ask to speak to someone in
the Evangelism and Revival (E&R) department.
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W E are living [in] the closing
scenes of the earth'$ history,
and what is now done for God

is accomplished under the most disad-
vantageous circumstances. Satan has
great skill and wonderful ability. Before
his fall God entrusted him with power
and wisdom. But he became filled with
self-exaltation, and thought Iha1 he
should be first in heaven. Sin entered the
world through this self-seeking, this striv-
ing for the supremacy.

Satan began his work by doing just
as men who ought to know better arc
doing today. He complained of the sup-
posed defects in the management of heav-
enly things, and sought to fill the minds
of the angels unfallen with his disaffec-
tion. Because he was not supreme ruler,
he sowcd seeds of doubt and unbelief
against Christ. Because he was not as
God, he strove to instill into the minds of
the angels his own envy and dissatisfac-
tion.

Thus the seeds of alienation were
planted, afterwards to be drawn out and
presented before the heavenly courts as
proceeding, not from Satan, but as origi-
nating with the angels. So he would show
that they thought as he did. Satan whis-
pered his disaffection to the angels.

There was at first no pronounced feel-
ing against God. But the seed had been
sown, and the love and confidence of
the angels was marred. The sweet com-
munion between them and God was bro-
ken. Every move was watched, every
action was viewed in the light in which
Satan had made them see things.

That which Satan had instilled in thc
minds of the angels, a word here and a
word there, opened the way for a long
list of suppositions. In his artful way he
drcw exprcssions of doubt from them.
When he was interviewed, he accused
those whom hc had cducated. He laid aJl
the disaffection on the ones whom he
had led. As one in holy office he mani-
fested an overbearing desire for justice,
which was entirely contrary to God's
love and compassion and mercy. It was
most difficult to make the deceiving
power of Satan apparent. His power of
deceiving increased with practice. If he
could not defend himsclf, he must ac-
cuse in order to make himself appear
just and righteous, and the Lord God
arbitrary and exacting.

lust such transactions are taking
place today. Many place such confi-
dence in their own ideas that they
present their theories as if they could

make no mistake. Once their words
are spoken they never go back, never
repent, never feel that they need for-
giveness. They feel that they are sim-
ply infaJlible. Thus it has been in past
history; thus it wiJl be again. Religious
confidence becomes infaJlibility. How
can these deluded ones think that they
are the only ones led and taught of
God? When this spirit is manifested,
what can be done? You cannot con-
vince them, because they say, "'God
has led me." They will not acknowl-
edge that they have acted from wrong
principles. They maintain that they have
moved rightly. The only course that
can be pursued is to leave them to
devclop their principles. They may
never see their errors, but others may
be convinced and saved. To attempt to
unmask them would be to call sympa-
thy to thcir sidc.

Great efforts will be made by those
who suppose their own wisdom to be
supreme, in exactly the same lines on
which Satan worked, and which caused
so much mischief in the Paradise of God.
The very same working is revealed in
1896. The very same principles are up-
held. When a man is elected to a posi-
tion of trust, to preside over important

1=======
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By causing the death of the Sovereign of
heaven, Satan defeated his own purposes.

The death of the Son of God made the death of
Satan unavoidable.

interests, large and broad, or interests
of less consequence but still important,
Satan stirs up the minds of those who
are selfish, who are not consecrated to
God's service with an eye single to His
glory. He puts into their hearts the spirit
of criticizing and accusing. Jf they are
not specially advantaged, they will tell
others of the mistakes and errors of the
one against whom they are working. This
step taken, Satan, whose special business
it is to create alienation and strife, will
place matters before these persons in a
most deceiving way, and they will bring
against those in positions of trust the
most unjust and false charges, in order to
discourage and destroy God's servants.

The principles of the character of
God were the foundation of the educa-
tion constantly kept before the heavenly
angels. These principles were goodness,
mercy and love. Self-evidencing light
was to be recognized and freely accepted
by all who occupied a position of trust
and power. They must accept God's prin-
ciples and convince all who were in the
service of God, through the presentation
of truth and justice and goodness, [that]
this was the only power to be used.
Force must never come in. All who
thought that their position gave them
power to command their fellow men and
control conscience, must be depri ved of
their position.

These principles are to be the great
foundation of education in every admin-
istration on the earth. In every church the
rules given by God are to be observed
and respected. God has enjoined this.
His government is to be moral. Nothing
is to be done from compulsion. Truth is
to be the prevailing power. All service is
to be done willingly and for love of the
service of God. All who are honored
with positions of influence are to repre-
sent God, for when officiating they act in
the place of God. In everything their
actions must correspond with the impor-
tance of their position. The higher the
position, the more distinctly will self-
sacrifice be revealed, if they are fit for
the office.

Satan's representations against the
government of God, and his defense of
those who sided with him, were a con-
stant accusation against God. These
murmurings and complaints were ground-
less. Yet God allowed Satan to work out
his theories. He could have handled Sa-
tan and all his sympathizers as easily as
one can pick up a pebble and cast it to
the earth. But by this He would have

given a precedent for the violence of
man which is so abundantly shown in
our world in the compelling principles.
The Lord's principles are not of this
order. All the compelling power is found
under Satan's government. God would
not work on this line. He would not give
the slightest encouragement for any hu-
man being to set himself up as God over

another human being, and cause him men-
tal or physical suffering. This principle
is wholly of Satan's creation.
In the councils of heaven it was de-

cided that principles must be acted upon
which would not at once destroy Satan's
power, for it was His purpose to place
things upon an eternal basis of security.
Time must be given for Satan to develop
the principles which were the foundation
of his government. The heavenly uni-
verse must see the principles which Sa-
tan declared were superior to God's prin-
ciples, worked out. God's order must be
contrasted with the new order after
Satan's devising. The corrupting prin-
ciples of Satan's rule must be revealed.
The principles or righteousness expressed
in God's law must be demonstrated as
unchangeable, eternal, perfect.

Every heart that is controlled by these
principles in 1896 will be loyal. When
those who are in God's service resort to
accusation, they are adopting Satan's prin-
ciples to cast out Satan. It never will work.
Satan will work. He is working upon human
minds by his crooked principles. These
will be adopted and acted upon by those
who claim to be loyal and true to God's
government. How shall we know that they
are untrue, disloyal? "By tlleir fruits ye
shall know them." Matthew 7:20.

The Lord saw the use that Satan was
making of his power, and he set before
him truth in contrast with falsehood. Time
and time again during the controversy
Satan was ready to be convinced, ready
to admit that he was wrong. But those he
had deceived were ready also to accuse
him of leaving them. What could he

do-submit to God, or continue in a
course of deception? He chose to deny
truth, to take refuge in misstatements and
fraud.
The Lord allowed Satan to go on and

demonstrate his principles. God did es-
tablish Himself, and He carried the worlds
unfallen and the heavenly universe with
Him, but at a terrible cost. His only

begotten Son was given up as Satan's
victim. The Lord Jesus Christ revealed a
character entirely opposite to that of Sa-
tan. As the high priest laid [off] his
gorgeous pontifical robes, and officiated
in the white linen dress of a common
priest, so Christ emptied Himself and
took the form of a servant, and offered
sacrifice, Himself the Priest, Himself the
Victim.
By causing the death of the Sover-

eign of heaven, Satan defeated his own
purposes. The death of the Son of God
made the death of Satan unavoidable.
Satan was allowed to go on until his
administration was laid open before the
worlds unfallen and before the heavenly
universe. By shedding the blood of the
Son of God, he uprooted himself [from
sympathy], and was seen by all to be a
liar, a thief, and a murderer.
God sees that the same course of

action is being pursued the world over.
Men and women come to the place where
the road diverges: it is either right or
wrong. Thousands upon thousands clothe
themselves in what they suppose to be an
impenetrable disguise, and choose the
wrong. To make their course plain to
others by abrupt disclosures would only
cause a larger number to choose the side
of wrong. Thus the wrongdoers would be
sustained and many souls would be ru-
ined. God does not force anyone. He
leaves all free to choose. But He says,
"'By their fruits ye shall know them."
The Lord will not write as wise those
who cannot distinguish between a tree
that bears thorn berries and a tree that
bears olives.

-
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The Lord accepts no half heart. He demands
the whole man. Religion is to be brought

into every phase of life, carried into labor of
every kind. The whole man is to come under
God's control.

I beseech of all who engage in the
work of munnuring and pitying them-
selves because something has been said
or done that does not suit them, and that
does not, as they think, give them due
consideratioll, to remember that they arc
carrying on the very work Satan began in
heaven. They are following in his track,
sowing unbelief, discord, and disloyalty.
for no one can entertain feelings of
disaffection, and keep it to himself. He

must tell others that he is not treated as
he should be. Thus others are led to
munnur and complain. This is the root of
bitterness springing up, whereby many
arc defiled.

Thus Satan works today through his
evil angels. He confederates with men
who claim to be in the faith; and those
who are trying to carry forward the work
of God with fidelity, having no man's
person in admiration, working without
partiality and hypocrisy, will have just as
severe trials brought against them as Sa-
tan can bring through those who claim to
know the truth. Proportionate to the light
and knowledge these opposers have, is
Satan's success. The root of bitterness
strikes down deep, and is communicated
to others. Thus many are defiled. Their
statements are confused and untruthful,
their principles are unscrupulous, and
Satan finds in them the very helpers he
wants.

Through dissension and alienation
Satan reaps his harvest of souls. He leads
those who arc ambitious for money, am-
bitious lO be first, too proud lO be any-
thing but the highest, lo murmur and
complain. These poor souls have not
overcome their natural and hereditary
tendencies, and he leads them inlO sin.

As the end draws near, Satan will stir
up minds, in proportion to their capabili-
ties and knowledge, to sow seeds which
will produce a harvesllhcy will not care
to garner. He works in so deceiving a
way that he himself is not detected, and
then he reaps the benefit of the disaf-
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fection of those he had tempted. He is
all prepared to hurl charges through them
against those whom God would have
stand stiffly for the truth.

Satan must deceive in order to lead
away. vain the net is spread in the
sight of any bird" Proverbs I: 17. Under-
hand work must be done; a deceiving
influence must be exerted; false pretenses
must be set forth as truth; suspicion
must be lulled to sleep. Satan will clothe

temptation and sin with the gamlents of
righteousness, and by this deception he
will win many to his side, Christ pro-
nounced Satan a liar and a murderer. Oh,
that unwary souls would learn wisdom
from God'

Cain and Abel are given us in Bible
history to represent the two orders in
humanity. Abel was faithful and loyal to
God, and he was preferred by the Lord.
Cain was disloyal; he wished his own
ideas to prevail. Abel protested against
these principles as disloyal. As the el-
dest, Cain thought that his methods and
plans should have the supremacy. It made
him very angry that Abel would not
concede to his views, and his anger
burned so hot that he killed his brother
Abel. Here the two principles of right
and wrong arc developed.

Test and trial will come to every soul
that loves God. The Lord does not work
a miracle to prevent this ordeal of trial,
to shield His people from the tempta-
tions of Satan. If they are tempted se-
verely, it is because circumstances have
been so shaped by the apostasy of Satan
that temptations are permitted in order
that charactcrs may be developed that
will decide the fitness of the human fam-
ily for the home in heavcn, characters
that will stand through all the pressure of
unfavorable circumstances in private and
public life, and though tried by every
species of Satan's temptations, through
the grace of God grow brave and true,
and firm as a rock to principles, and
come forth from the fiery ordeal of

more value than the golden wcdge of
Ophir. Those who have such characters.
God will endorse with His own super-
scription as His chosen elect.

The firmness manifested by Daniel
must be shown by God's children. All
temptations to depart from pure and holy
principles must be unhesitatingly rejected.
There must be (I firm adherence to right
principles. As a people we arc to stand
unmoved by all Satan"s delusions, even
when he comes as an angel of light. Thus
may we constantly contend for the faith
once delivered to the saints.

All who love God and are loyal to
His government will be tempted to change
leaders. But God has said, "Thou shall
have no other gods before me:' Exodus
20:3. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy strength. and with all thy
mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.'" Luke
10:27. The Lord accepts no half heart.
He demands the whole man. Religion is
to be brought into every ph.1SC of life,
carried into labor of every kind. The
whole man is to come under God"s con-
trol. He must not suppose that he can
take supervision of his own thoughts.
They must be brought into captivity to
Jesus Christ. Self cannot manage self; it
is not sufficient for the work. Whoever
tries to do this will be worsted. God
alone can make and keep liS loyal.

Satan contrives through evil angels to
form an alliance with professedly pious
men, and thus to leaven the church of
God. Fallen men and fallen angels arc.
through apostasy, in the same confed-
eracy, leagued to work <lgainst good.
They unite in a desperate companion-
ship. Satan knows that if he can induce
men, as he induced the angels, to join in
rebellion under the guise of servants of
God, he will have in them his most
successful allies in his entcrprise against
Heaven. Under the name of godliness, he
can inspire them with his own accusing
spirit, and charge them with evil. They
are his trained detectives. Their work is
to creatc feuds, to make charges which
create discord and bitterness among breth-
ren, to set tongues in active service for
Satan, to sow seeds of dissension by
watching for evil and speaking of Ihal
which will create discord.

Christ prayed for Hi disciples,
"Sanctify them through thy truth: thy
word is truth. As thou hast sent me into
the world, even so have I also sent them
into the world. And for their sakes [
sanctify myselfl that they also might be



by J. N. Loughborough

by Taylor Bunch
Behold the Man

·'The expertence of William Miller and his associates, of
Captain Joseph Bates, and of other pioneers in the advent
message, should be kept before our people. Elder
Loughborough's book should receive attention." Counsels
to Writers and Editors. 145.
As you read The Great Second Advent Move-

ment, you will relive J. N, Loughborough's eyewit-
ness account of the Seventh-day Adventist Church's
founding story,
This book reveals the spiritual roots of God's

remnant church, Does Bible prophecy foretell the
formation of a unique end-time church? Does one church have a
special message to prepare the world for ChriSt's coming? Why
has this book, published in 1905, been reprinted? Surprising
answers to these questions and more are found in the 573 pages
of this classic publication.
Order your copy from Hope International for $13. Please see

page 3 for shipping and sales tax information,

Taylor Bunch is known for his studies in Jewish history. In this book
the author focuses our attention on the final scenes of Christ's earthly
life. As you read this book you will have a greater
understanding of Christ's experience-and of the
manner in which Jewish law was violated during
His arrest, trial, and crucifixion.
"It would be well for us to spend a thoughtful

hour each day in contemplation of the life of
Christ. We should take it point by point, and let
the imagination grasp each scene, especially the
closing ones. As we thus dwell upon His great
sacrifice for us, our confidence in Him will be
more constant, our love will be quickened, and
we shall be more deeply imbued with His spirit. If
we would be saved at last, we must learn the
lesson of penitence and humiliation at the foot of the cross." The Desire
of Ages, 83.

We are nearing the time when only those who perfectly reflect the
character of Christ will stand the greatest tests to face mankind. Let us
not lose any opportunities to study the life of Christ, that by beholding we
might become changed.

Obtain your copy of Behold the Man from Hope International for just
$7.95. Please see page 3 for shipping and sales tax information.

The Great Second
Advent Movement

sanctified through the truth. Neither pray
I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their
word; that they all may be one; as thou,
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us: that the world
may believe that thou hast sent me. And
the glory which thou gavest me ] have
given them; that they may be one, even
as we arc one: r in them, and thou in me,
that they may be made perfect in one;
and that the world may know that thou
hast sent me, and hast loved them, as
thou hast loved me." John 17: 17-23.
God has expressed His will in this prayer
of Christ for the unity of His believing
people. But there is an unwearied con H

flic! kept up upon this earth, polluted
and marred with the cursc. Satan works
to make the prayer of Christ of none
cffecl. He makes continual efforts to
create bitterness and discord; for where
there is unity there is strength, a one-
ness which all the powers of hell cannot
break. And all who shall aid the encmies
of God by bringing weakness and sor-
row and discouragement upon any of
God's pt:ople, through their own per-
verse ways and tempers, arc working
directly against the prayer of Christ.

All the friends of the powers of dark-
ness, notwithstanding their jarrings and
their bitter recriminations, which are
continual, are linked together as with
bands of steel in the great object of
disloyalty to Jehovah.

The only remedy for our institutions,
our churches, our families, and for indi-
viduals is entire conformity to the will
and character of God. Unless God shall
work through Ihe two olive trees, His
witnesses, causing them to empty from
themselves the golden oil through the
golden tubes into the golden bowls, His
churches, and hence to the buming lamps,
representing His churches, no one is safe
for one moment from the machinations
of Satan. He will, if possible, deprave
human nature, <lI1d assimilate it to his
own corrupt principles. But this golden
oil will revive the Spirit of God in the
heart of man. A Christlike principle will
bc introduced like leaven. Through the
inspiration of the Spirit of God satanic
agencies will be overcome. 0

MOllilSCripl Releases, vol. 18, 358-367
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ONE evening I was driving by a
local school where 1 noticed a
recently built complex of base-

ball diamonds and bleachers behind the
school. Out on the field two uniformed
teams were struggling for the mastery as
fans looked on intensely from the bleach-
ers. What caused me to stop the car and
stare for a few minutes was not that
some children were playing baseball, but
what surprised me was the fact that this
was a Seventh-day Adventist elementary
school raised up to educate God's rem-
nant children. Yet, why should 1 be sur-
prised? Several years earlier the local
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Adventi t college built a baseball com-
plex, and began competing against other
local colleges.
Was the assistant editor of one of

our church papers correct in extolling
the virtues of competitive sports? He
stated: "In general, athletics reinforce
some of the developmental benefits that
Adventists prize-such as discipline,
self-control, teamwork, being graceful
in defeat (and victory), playing by the
rules, and using one'5 talents."1 Could
it be that there are some benefits from
having sports in our schools? After all,
we will no doubt bring morc Adventist

Dirk Anderson 1=

students into our schools by providing
intercollegiate spons programs. With
so many good things being said about
sports by some church leaders, are those
who believe competitive sports to be
un-Christian simply out of touch with
the times?
Fortunately, we are not left to our

own finite, human reasoning to resolve
the answers to these questions. God has
provided counsel on this subject, and has
laid out a perfect blueprint of how our
youth are to be educated.

First and foremost, we should look
to the example that Christ left us. "I
cannot find an instance in the life of
Christ where He devoted time to play
and amusement. He was the great Edu-
cator for the present and the future
life. I have not been able to find one
instance where He educated His dis-
ciples to engage in amusement of foot-
ball or pugilistic games, to obtain
physical exercise, or in theatrical per-
formances; and yet Christ was our Pat-
tern in all things." Fundamentals of
Christian Education, 229.

If Christ and His disciples did not
engage in athletic contests, then who
invented sports and what is their pur-
pose? "Satan has devised a multitude of
ways in which to keep men from serving
God. He has invented sports and games,
into which men enter with such intensity
that one would suppose a crown of life
was to reward the winner." Review and
Herald, September 10, 1901.

Yes, Satan is the inventor of sports
and games, and their real purpose is to
keep men from serving God:
"The public feeling is that manual

labor is degrading, yet men may exert
themselves as much as they choose at
cricket, baseball, or in pugilistic contests
without being regarded as degraded. Sa-
tan is delighted when he sees human
beings using their physical and mental
powers in that which does not educate,
which is not useful, which does not help
them to be a blessing to those who need
their help. While the youth are becoming
expert in games that are of no real value
to themselves or to others, Satan is play-
ing the game of life for their souls,
taking from them the talents that God
has given them, and placing in their
stead his own evil attributes. It is his
effort to lead men to ignore God. He
seeks to engross and absorb the mind so
completely that God will find no place in
the thoughts. He does not wish people to
have a knowledge of their Maker, and he



As surely as ancient Israel set up idols and
suffered the judgments of God, our

educational institutions have established
idolatry in our schools.

is well pleased if he can set in operation
games and theatrical perfonnances that
will so confuse the senses of the youth
that God and heaven will be forgotten."
Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Stu-
dents, 274-275.

Could God be any more clear in His
counsel? Satan is "delighted" when he
sees uniformed Adventist youth take to
the baseball diamond or basketball court
to compete in useless contests. While
students are playing senseless games,
while school administrators look on ap-
provingly, Satan is also playing a game.
He is playing the game of life for their
souls. How blind are we that we cannot
reason from cause to effect? How can we
fail to see the terrible harvest that we
will surely reap as a result of allowing
these activities into our schools? While
we extol the benefits of athletic competi-
tion in our church papers, Satan is rob-
bing our children of the talents God has
given them, and is replacing them with
his own evil attributes.

The Spirit of Prophecy identifies
sports as a form of idolatry. "] was told
by my Guide: 'Look ye, and behold the
idolatry of My people, to whom I have
been speaking, rising up early, and pre-
senting to them their dangers. ] looked
that they should bring forth fruit.' There
were some who were striving for the
mastery, each trying to excel the other in
the swift running of their bicycles. There
was a spirit of strife and contention
among them as to which should be the
greatest. The spirit was similar to that
manifested in the baseball games on the
college ground. Said my Guide: 'These
things are an offense to God. Both near
and afar off, souls are perishing for the
bread of life and the water of salva-
tion.' .. Testimonies, vol. 8, 52.

"A view of things was presented be-
fore me in which the students were play-
ing games of tennis and cricket. Then I
was given instruction regarding the char-
acter of these amusements. They were
presented to me as a species of idolatry,
like the idols of the nations." Counsels
to Parents, Teachers, and Students, 350.
As surely as ancient Israel set up

idols and suffered the judgments of
God, our educational institutions have
established idolatry in our schools. The
end result of this disobedience will be
the loss of not only the souls of our
children but also the souls of those
who might have been saved had our
children been putting their God-given
talents to proper use.

On pages 210-211 of the book Edu-
calion, the Spirit of Prophecy identifies
five powerful reasons not to engage in
athletic games:

· "They stimulate the love of pleas-
ure and excitement."

· They foster "a distaste for useful
labor."

• They foster "a disposition to shun
practical duties and responsibilities."

· "They tend to destroy a relish for
life's sober realities and its tranquil en-
joyments."

• They open the door "to dissipation
and lawlessness."

As we rapidly approach the end of
time, money is needed to quickly spread
God's final message of warning to the
world. During this critical time in earth's
history we have some important choices
to make. Should we expend money to
build churches in Russia, or should we
use it to build sports complexes? Should
we be buying Bibles for China, or should
we be buying sports equipment and uni-
forms? Should we be paying for more
pastors in Africa, or should we be paying
coaching salaries? Should we be giving
scholarships to worthy theology students,
or should we be giving out sports schol-
arships? Should we be sending out medi-
cal missionaries, or should we be paying
medical bills for students injured in
sports-related activities? Every dollar
spent on sports is a dollar utterly wasted.
Every dollar spent on sports is one less
dollar that could have been spent spread-
ing God's final message to the world.

Will God judge us for wasting money
on sports? "God's money is needed. It is
hoarded and buried in the world, while
multitudes are starving for temporal food
and spiritual knowledge. It is spent in
foolish amusements, in dissipating games
and sports and idolatrous practices. God
says, 'Shall] not visit for these things?'
Already He is sending His judgments
upon the earth. Terrible plagues are visit-
ing our world, in famines, in floods, in

calamities by sea and land, in earth-
quakes in divers places. And because of
men's wickedness the Lord does not re-
strain the destroying power." Review and
Herald, December 8, 1896.

It is not just students who are wasting
time and money on sports. How many
Adventist adults waste their time and
money by joining with the world in at-
tending football, baseball, basketball, soc-

cer, and other senseless games? How
many churches sponsor so-called family
sports, such as volleyball and basketball,
under the guise that this will promote
fellowship and healthful exercise? Has
God ever asked us to engage in sports to
obtain physical fitness? Quite to the con-
trary! God has provided man with physi-
cal labor, such as gardening, and non-
competitive exercise, such as walking, to
provide physical fitness. Has God asked
us to engage in spons as a means of
fellowship? Absolutely not! God has pro-
vided opportunity for us to fellowship
with each other as we engage in mission-
ary work for others. What a blessing it
would be if we would take the time spent
on foolish games, and walk door-to-door
passing out literature! We would not only
be gaining excellent exercise but we
would also be accomplishing an unself-
ish work for others which would have
God's seal of approval.

Perhaps the greatest evil associated
with sports is the hours of precious
time that are worse than wasted as we
sit and watch the televised sporting
events. Sister White writes, "'The value
of time is beyond computation. Christ
regarded every moment as precious,
and it is thus that we should regard it.
Life is too short to be trifled away. We
have but a few days of probation in
which to prepare for eternity. We have
no time to waste, no time to devote to
selfish pleasure, no time for the indul-
gence of sin. It is now that we are to
form characters for the future, immor-
tal life. It is now that we are to prepare
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"I do not condemn the simple exercise of playing ball; but this, even
in its simplicity, may be overdone.
"I shrink always from the almost sure result wlllch follows in the

wake of these amusements. It leads to an outlay of means that should be
expended in bringing the light of tntth to souls that are perishing out of
Christ. The amusements and expenditures of means for self-pleasing,
wlllch lead on step by step to self-glorifying, and the educating in these
games for pleasure produce a love and passion for such things that is not
favorable to the perfection of Christian character. ...
"Is the eye single to the glory of God in these games? I know that tllls

is not so. There is a losing sight of God's way and His purpose. The
employment of intelligent beings, in probationary time, is superseding
God's revealed will and ubstituting for it the speculations and inven-
tions of the human agent, with Satan by his side to imbue with his spirit.
. . . The Lord God of heaven protests against the burning passion
cultivated for supremacy in the games that are so engrossing." The
Adventist Home, 499-500.

God would rather have us engaged in useful
labor, such as cultivating the land, caring

for our buildings, and doing missionary work,
than wasting ourselves in useless sports.

for the searching judgment.·· Christ S
Object Lessons, 342.

What should our students be doing
with the time they are now devoting to
sports? "If in our schools the land were
more faithfully cultivated, the buildings
more disinterestedly cared for by the
students, the love of sports and amuse-
ments, which causes so much perplexity
in our would pass away."
Counsels 10 Parents, Teachers. and Stu-
delliS, 312.

" ow the same power of exercise
of mind and muscle might invent ways
and means of altogether a higher class
of exercise, in doing missionary work
which would make them laborers to-
gether with God, and would be educat-
ing for higher usefulness in the present
life, in doing useful work, which is a
most essential branch in education."
Norebook Leaflels, 97.
"Young persons are naturally ac-

tive, and if they find no legitimate
scope for their pent-up energies after
the confinement of the schoolroom,
they become restless and impatient
of control; they are thus led to en-
gage in the rude, unmanly sports Ihat
disgrace so many schools and col-
leges, and even to plunge into scenes
of dissip(ltion. And many who leave
their homes innocent, are corrupted
by their associations at school. Mueh
could be done to obviate these evils,
if every institution of learning would
make provision for manual labor on
the pari of the students-for actual
practice in agriculture and Ihe me-
chanic arts. Competent teachers
should be provided to instruct the
youth in various industrial pursuits,
as well as in their studies in the
schoolroom." Signs of tlte TImes, Au-
gust 26, 1886.

Every moment devoted to sports is a
moment robbed from doing God's ser-
vice. Will God not hold us accountable
for this time? God would rather have us

engaged in useful labor. such as cultivat-
ing the land, caring for our buildings.
and doing missionary work, than wasting
ourselves in useless sports. We cannOl
afford to be playing games with Satan.
We are to be using the precious little
time we have left on earth 10 prepare our
characters for heaven.

It is worth repeating from the quote
above, "many who leave their homes
innocent, are corrupted by their asso-
ciations at school." If sports were added

to our schools to aUract more Adventist
youth to them, what kind of Adventisl
youth arc they altracting? Are these the
type of youth that are bringing an uplift-
ing, holy influence to the school? Con-
sider that these are youth who value
participating in ports to be of greater
importance than getting a Christian edu-
cation at an Advcntist school. What type
of evil influence are youth with such

perverted priorities bringing into our
schools?

Sincere Adventist parenls should ask
themselves, Do I want my child ex-
posed to thc worldly element that is
rapidly gaining the advantage in these
schools? Am I willing to take the risk
of sending my innocent child to a
school where they may become cor-
rupted? Do I wanl my children to at-
tend a school that ignores the clear
warnings of the Spirit of Prophecy? If
a school is ignoring the Spirit of Proph-
ecy on the question of sports, in what
other areas arc they also ignoring the
Spirit of Prophecy's warnings?

In light of thc soon coming of Chrisl
let us eliminatc sports, and all other
worldly practices, from our schools and
from our personal lives. It is too late in
history for us to be wasting our time,
moncy, and talents on sports. Instead, let
us be an example to the world and make
the best use of the little time we have left
on this canh by sharing the special truths
entrusted (0 us by God with :l lost and
dying world.

Satan is playing a gml1c. It is the game
of life for (he souls of our children. 0

References:

I. SlCphcn Chavez. Rt',·iew. AugU!:>1 IS,
1996. 6.
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I N H1S SEQUEL to the Pulitzer

Prize-winning Advise and Consent, I

Allen Drury parabolizes the pain

of a tortured planet played out on the

stage of the United Nations. In Drury's

laic this microcosm of global chaos COI1-

vulscs with the schemes of diplomats,

legislators, monarchs and presidents, and

fumes with the wrath of states and peoples

morc obsessed with avenging former

wrongs and shame than preserving lib-

erty against present dangers. Seeking des-

pefately to risc above the savage quar-

rcls tearing the globe apart, a United

Stmes Senator, dying of leukemia, ad-

dresses the world community gathered

before him at the UN General Assembly,

his voice breaking, his words sharp with

challenge: "I beg of yOll, here in this

body of which men have hoped so much

and for which they have already done so

much, let us love one another!

h LeI us love one Dnother!

"'It is all we have left."2 (Emphasis in

original.)

The Tragedy of the
1888 Message

St dy Comm·ttee

The title of Allen Drury's book is A

SI",c!e of Difference.

Decades before Drury used these words,

Ellen White used them in a letter to Uriah

Smith regarding his involvement in the

post-1888 controversy over righteousness

by faith. [n her words:

"Have you as a colaborer, one who

has had long expericnce in the work,

gone to these mcn with your soul imbued

with the love of Goel, feeling pained to

the very heart to pcrcei ve a shade of

difference in views and positions, and

said to them, "Brethren, we must be a

unit''! Christ prayed that we might be

one as He is One with the Father. Let us

together bring our ideas to the Scrip-

tures. Let uS lay aside prejudice, and be

detennined we will cherish brotherly love,

and in meekness and lowliness of mind

try to see eye to eye. "3
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Once this point
is understood,
the vast and
seemingly
indecipherable
confusion on
the gospel in
Adventism
today can be
settled with
embarrassing
simplicity.

Time and again in the past severn I
years, those involved in the controversy
surrounding the 1888 Message Study
Committee have endeavored to follow
the inspired counsel stated above. How-
ever, morc and morc, as convictions arc
expressed and correspondence exchanged,
it is becoming apparent that more than a
shade of differenee is involved. The pub-
lication of the March-
April 1996 issue of the
/888 Message News[euer
has clarified this fact be-
yond dispute.

The present author has
written two books in re-
sponse to the theology of
Jack Sequeira and the
1888 Message Study

One, the re-
ply to Beyond Belief,' will
soon be reprinted in a sec-
ond edition, with major
expansions and revisions.
Thc readcr will find in
these documents a vast
range of inspired evidence
conclusively demonstrat-
ing the errors of the the-
ology in qucstion. The fol-
lowing rcply to the recent
J888 Message Newsletler should be read
in conjunction with the two books notcd
above (see referenee 4).

it may be asked why some of us
persist in responding to the errors exam-
ined in this context. It is because we
remain convinced that open minds and
searching hearts still abound in contem-
porary Adventism, and that some such
minds have indecd been changed by the
weight of evidence from Inspiration as it
relates to these issues. Let the purveyors
of falsehood and distortion be assured
that we will continue to respond until
every false gospel in Adventism is van-
quished, and until our precious church is
united at last on the unambiguous plat-
form of inspired truth.

The Key to the Whole Controversy

Seventh-day Adventist theology dif-
fers from that of all other Bible-believ-
ing Christians because it is based on the
consensus of Scripture. We are not Old
Testament Christians, New Testament
Christians, Pauline Christians or

Johannine Christians-we arc Biblical
Christians. The Bible declares that '"all
scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for instmction in
righteousness'" 2 Timothy 3: 16. Our po-
sitions on the Sabbath, the state of man
in death, the punishment of the wicked,
the sanctuary, and all others are based on

the belief that the Bible is
onc harmonious, consis-
tent, self-interpreting
document. No one por-
tion of the Bible is given
preeminence over another.
Every part is examined
and taken into account be-
fore a conclusion is
reached.

Every disagreement
with Adventist theology
found in the nominal Chris-
tian world is based on a
violation of the above prin-
ciple. It is the selective use
of Scripture, often igno-
rantly done, which causes
our evangelical Christian
neighbors to keep Sunday
sacred, to believe the lost
will bum throughout eter-

nity, and to hold to the secret rapture theory
of end-time events. It is also this same
selective use of Scripture, borrowed largely
from Protestant evangelicals, which has
produced the various easy versions of right-
cousness by faitll in the contemporary Ad-
ventist Church.

Once this point is understood, the
vast and scemingly indecipherable con-
fusion on thc gospel in Adventism today
can be settlcd with embarrassing sim-
plicity. Just as the sword of Alexander
the Great cut through the Gordian knot,
so the sword of Adventism's founda-
tional truths-forged from the Biblical
consensus and sharpencd by the Ellen
White consensus-is able to cut through
the tangled complexity of the modern
Adventist doctrine of salvation.

Ln short, the key to resolving the
entire modem, Adventist, salvational con-
troversy is to lake human opinion, hu-
man scholarship, and, above all, human
experience off the table, and permit the
whole of Biblical truth and its amplifica-
tion in the Spirit of Prophecy to become
our exclusive authority.

However, the 1888 Message Study Com-
minee fails to do that. Like the promoters of
othcr easy gospels among us, as well as the
evangelicals beyond our borders, the Study
Committee focuses on the New Testament
books of Romans and Galatians-to thc
dire neglect of the rest of Scripture. To be
sure, Romans and Galatians arc perfcctly
good books which, when read in their
totality, do not in the least proclaim thc
Study Committee's chcrished doctrine of
universal justification, or its equating of
salvation by sanctified obedience with the
salvation by works Paul condemns. When
any portion of Scripture is used to develop
a doctrine without the clarification provided
by the whole of Scripture, confusion and
falsehood arc the sure results.

The Study Committee's newsletter
quotes an unsubstantiated Ellen White
statement that "we need all of Romans
and Galatians we can get."b Few would
doubt that this is tme, of course. but we
necd all of the rest of the Bible as well.
The Study Committee tries inconclusively
to water down thc forcefulness of Peter's
statement that Paul's writings nrc diffi-
cult to understand. See 2 Peter 3: 16. Whilc
this point nced not be overstated, since
Paul's writings on the whole speak far
more of sanctification than justification,
we still cannot ignore the stark historical
reality that Paul has been, and continues
to be, the heretic's favorite Bible writer.
Whether Augustine on predestination.
John Calhoun on slavery, extreme funda-
mentalists on the status of women, or the
Lord's Day Alliance on the change of the
Sabbath, the perverters of Scripture find
Paul's writings easiest to pervcrt. While
Peter hastens to say that those wresting
Paul do the same to "the other scrip-
tures," church history bears out why Paul
is the only Bible writer to be singled out
in this fashion.

Walter Martin reflects his unbalanced
attention to Paul's works when hcdcscribcs
Paul as .... the greatest of the apostlcs"7-a
distinction which the Bible does not give
him. The Desmond Ford-Robert Brinsmead
view ofrighteousness by faith, which gained
a wide hearing in the J970$ and was bor-
rowed significantly from Protestant theolo-
gians, makes a narrow strand of tllC book of
Romans the exclusive focus of its gospel
presentation.8

The Study Committce shocks any
careful student of recent, Adventist, thco-
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Ellen White's
writings are
the "lesser
light" because
none of her
theology is
original with
her. It all
comes from
the Bible, and
she merely
amplifies what
is already
found there.

logical history by citing as authority the
writings of James Buchanan as a means
of defining the difference between Catho-
lic and Protestant theology.' James
Buchanan is a thoroughgoing Calvinistic
theologian and predestinarian, whose
writings were a favorite of Ford. lo

Brinsmead,11 and Geoffrey Paxton dur-
ing the 19705.· 1 onee heard Robert
Wieland himself publicly criticize Ford
for his reliance on Buchanan at a meet-
ing 1 attended during my freshman year
in college. In a letter written to Ford two
years before, Wieland protested Ford's
"undue, even heavy reliance on non-Sev-
enth-day Adventist theologians regard-
ing the meaning of 'righteousness by
faith.' "LJ He then observed, "1 sec some-
thing very dangerous in downgrading
Ellen G. White and upgrading uninspired
theologians instead. "14 Reading the re-
cent 18 8 Message Newsletter, with its
many citations from scholars and its at-
tempt to reduce Ellen White's role, would
seem to offer evidence that the Study
Committee leaders need to follow
Wieland's own previously stated good
advice.

Most tragic of all, the Study Commit-
tee continues to walk the garden path
trod before them by too many others in
contemporary Adventism-the attempt to
reduce the authority of Ellen White in
the present doctrinal discussion. Quite
obviously, no attention has been paid by
the Study Committee to the damning
evidence presented some time ago by
this writer-the evidence that from
Desmond Ford to Martin Weber, modem
Advcntists who question Ellen White's
doctrinal role do so for the apparent
reason that her theology poses a mortal
threat to thcir theological presentations. IS
Recently, the church was confronted by
the pathetically absurd suggestion of a
leading denominational editor that a one-
year moratorium might be advisable on
the use of Ellen White's writings in the
pulpits and in thc publications of the
church. 16 Could it be that if Ellen White's
teachings were fully internalized by this
editor, he would be forced to relinquish
many of his cherished views and would
truly become a full-fledged "historic Ad-
ventist"?

The Study Committee, though they
disagree with much of this editor's theol-
ogy, obviously share his fears of the

Spirit of Prophecy. Like Desmond Ford,"
they insist on wresting from context Ellen
White's statement: "Do not repeat what 1
have said, saying, ·Sister White said this'
and 'Sister White said that' "Iii One of
their favorite authors, Leroy Moore, has
conclusively demonstrated that this state-
ment was never intended by Ellen White
to forbid the quoting of her writings as
guidance for the church.
but was addressed to per-
sons who were quoting
her words, not to encour-
age wholehearted accep-
tance thereof, but to fur-
ther their own political
ends. 19 The present writer
has pointed this out in a
previous publication.20 but
again, the Study Commit-
tee does not seem to be
listening.

The Study Commit-
tee's Newsletter claims,
"We have finn confidence
in the full authority of
Ellen White's writings:"2J
If so, why do they fla-
grantly distort Ellen
White's request that her
writings not be used to
seule the "daily" contro-
versy-as though this
means her writings should
be kept out of all doctrinal controversy?"
The present writer quoted this Ellen
White statement in context in a previous
book, but obviously it needs to be stated
again:

"I now ask that my ministering brethren
shall not make lISC of my writings in their
arguments regarding this question ["the
daily"];/or 1have had no inSTruction on The
point under discussion. and I see no need
for the controversy."ll (All emphasis sup-
plied unless otherwise noted.)

In no way does this statement deny
her stated role "to correct specious er-
rors and to specify what is truth."2-a The
Study Commiuee does a profound dis-
service to its readers by quoting the first
part of another such statement, while
conveniently leaving out the last part.
which establishes Ellen White's correc-
tive role. 25 Here is the part quoted in the
Newsletter:

'''I recommend to you, dear reader,
the Word of God as the rule of your faith

and practice. By that Word we are to be
judged.""

Here is the very next sentence, which
they left out:

"'God has, in thal Word, promised to
give visions in the 'last days'; not for a
new rule of faith, but for the comfort of
His people, and to correct those who err
from Bible trwh. "21

The Study Committee
insists. "'nothing that she
ever said can fairly be
used to contradict her
crystal clear statement that
her writings were 'the
lesser light' to bring us to
'the greater light.' "" Just
what does the Study Com-
mittee think Ellen White
means by these words?
·'Lesser." in what way?
Ellen White is clear when
she states above that her
writings are "not for a new
rule of faid]," and whett
she states elsewhere that:

"Additional truth is
not brought out; but God
has through the Testimo-
nies simplified the great
truths already given."29

In other words, as this
writer has Slated before,
Ellen White's writings are

the "lesser light" because none of her theol-
ogy is original with her. It aU comes from the
Bible, and she merely amplifies what is
already found there. lO However, the Study
Committee's repeated and distorted use of
this language makes it clear that they want
"lesser" to mean lesser in its binding claims
on the believer's conscience. 1l1Ough they
assure us that "any new light the Lord may
send will be in harmony with past light,"" it
remains painfully evident that the ..gospel ....
which perhaps they choose to call new light,
is in direct conmtdiction to past light, lx>th
in the Scriptures and in dle Spirit of Proph-
ecy. For example:

The Bible is clear that the Spirit's
work in sanctification and inward re-
newal is part of the means of our salva-
tion. See 2 Thessalonians 2: 13; Titus
3:5. These two Bible verses are devastat-
ing to the Study Committee's position.
yet they seem to pretend that they are not
even in the Bible. Ellen White, of course,
agrees with the Bible:
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"'Our only ground of hope is in the is pronounced; for God was in Christ
righteousness of Christ imputed to us, reconciling the world unto Himself. The
and ill ,hat wrought by flis Spirit U'ork- justice. truth, and holiness of Christ.
ing i" and fhrough tis. which are approved by the law of God.

However, Jack Sequeira, supported form a channel through which mercy
by the Study declares that may be communicated to the repenting,
"the righteousness God produces in us believing sinner. Those who do not be-
... has 110 saving valuc:·'\.l Who is right- lieve in Chris! are not reconciled 10

Inspiration-or Sequeira and the Study God; but those who have faith in Him
Committee? ---------- are hid with Christ in

Jesus declared at the By their own Goel. "'I
start of His ministry, "Re- stated rule that Again we ask, Who is
pent ye. and believe the right-Inspiration-or
gospel." Mark I: IS. Ellen new light Sequeira and the Study
White declares: Committee?

"The Lord has given cannot By their own stated
instruction that the gospel contradl'ct old rule that new light cannot
is to be carried contradict old light,4: the
and the gospel includes light, the Study Study Committee's theol-
health refonn in all its ogy stands condemned.
phases."" Committee's The logic of the

"When temperance is h 1 Study Committee goes
presented 'IS a part of the t eo ogy something like this: They
gospel, many will see their stands assume the Jones-
need of refonn:'·\() Waggoner message of

"The gospel of Christ condemned. 1888 to be one of uni-
is the law exemplified in versal, involuntary justi-
charactcr:')7 fication of all mankind at Calvary-to

Yet, in direCI cOlltradiction to this, the exclusion of sanctified obedience
Sequeira writes that "the 'gospel' is the from the means of our salvation. Be-
unconditional good news of salvation for cause Ellen White endorsed the mes-
all mankind:'38 Moreover, the Study Com- sage of Jones and Waggoner more than
mittee agrees: '"'The gospel is not an 200 times, it is assumed that Ellen
instruction manual of 'do-this' or 'do- White's writings cannot possibly be un-
Ihat' in order to go to heaven:'·¥) Again, derstood as disagreeing with the above
whom shall we believc-Inspirdtion-or positions. And because some of Jones'
Sequeira and the Study Committee? and Waggoner's opponents used Ellen

Sequeira and the Study Committee White to bolster their opposition to the
maintain that the whole world has been 1888 message, it is assumed that those
involuntarily reconciled to God at the who quote Ellen White (lgainst the bc-
cross.40 They have twisted the meaning licfs of Sequeira and the Study Com-
of Paul's words to state that we were mitlee are in danger of following in the
reconciled to God at the death of His steps of George I. Butler, Uriah Smith,
Son-rather than by His death. Sec Ro- and so forth." Geoffrey Paxton used
mans 5:10. this same logic in 1977, when he com-

Ignoring the necessity of comparing pared Review editor Kenneth Wood to
scripture with scripture, they leave out Review editor Uriah Smith. claiming
those verses which make it clear that this that just as Smith opposed the justifi-
reconciliation is instrumental. not chro- cation by faith revival in the 1888 era,
nological, and applies only to those who so Kenneth Wood was opposing a simi-
have chosen by God's grace to give up lar revival in our time by his opposi-
their sins. See Colossians 1:20-23. Com- tion to the teachings of Desmond Ford.olol
mcnting on the languagc of2 Corinthians Several major Oaws stand out in
5: 19, Ellen White is breathtakingly clear this logic. First, when all of Jones' and
that the rcconciliation here described ap- Waggoner's writings are examined, it
plies to believers only: becomcs vcry difficult to harmonize

"To him who accepts Christ as his them with the Study Committee's posi-
righteousncss, as his only hope, pardon tion. J5 However, even if onc were to
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prove that at one timc or anothcr Joncs
and Waggoner did teach some form of
this position, it would not prove that
position to be right. In two slatements
Ellen White makes it clear that the
Jones-Waggoner teachings were not free
of error:

"Some interpretations of Scripture
given by Dr. Waggoner I do not regard
as correct. ·'46

"[ believe without doubt that God has
given precious truth at the right lime to
Brother Jones and Brother Waggoner.
Do I place them as infallible? Do I say
that lhey will tlot make a statement, or
have an idea thal cannot be questioned
or that cantlot be error? Do 1 say so? No,
J do not say any such thing. "47

By contrast. she states concerning the
writings of Inspiration:

"The Holy Scriptures arc to be ac-
cepted as an authoritative, infallible rev-
elation of His will. They arc the standard
of character, the rcvealer of doctrines,
and the test of experience. "411

"There is onc Slraiglll chain of truth,
without onc heretical sentence, in that
which I havc written. ''4')

Never is such a statement uttered by
Ellen White regarding any ot.her body of
writings or leachings, including those of
Joncs and Waggoner.

For this reason, while I do not con-
sider the writings of Jones and Waggoner
unimportant, I refuse to entcr into con-
troversy over what they did and did not
teach, since EBen White ncver pro-
nounced their teachings error-free. Con-
trary to the recent allegations of somc,50
Adventists do nOI need Ellen White's
endorsement of Jones and Waggoner as a
means of determining her theology on
the nature of Christ. sinless obedience,
or any other issue. Her own writings.
grounded in the Biblical consensus, arc
all that is needed.

To summarize, the key to settling the
modern. Adventist, salvational contro-
versy is to take human opinion (includ-
ing Jones' and Waggoner's), human schol-
arship, and human experience out of the
discussion, and permit the Bible and the
Spirit of Prophecy to become our exclu-
sive authority. It is the intrusion of the
human element, not the supposed ambi-
guity of Inspiration, which is responsible
for the contention and divisiveness we
sec in our midst today.



"A man is
made holy, and
acceptable
with God, only
when his
unclean heart
is made clean
by the grace of
Christ, through
faith, and by
obedience to
words of
truth and
righteousness."

The Means of Our Salvation

The Study Committee insists that jus-
tification by obedience is the same as the
justification by works condemned in both
scripture and Ellen While/ l but no in-
spired evidence is produced to demon-
strate that lhese arc the S.lIllC.

When we speak of obedience in this
context. we mean the forsaking of sin,
which the Bible clearly states is neces-
sary in order for forgiveness to take
place. See Proverbs 28: 13; Isaiah 55:7.
Here again arc two Bible verses com-
pletely ignored by the Study Commiucc
in their responses to "historic Adventists."
The call to give up onc's sins as a pre-
requisite for justificmion is nOl an echo
of the Council of Trent, as the Study
Commitlcc would have us
Rather, it is an echo of God's Holy Word
and the teachings of His modem prophet.
Because God's forgiveness "'is not only
forgiveness for sin, but reclaiming from

we are able to understand why we
have to give up our sins in order for God
to forgive them. Because God respects
our freedom of choice, He will not t3kc
from us what wc refuse to surrender.
Thus the forsaking of sin is not a means
by which Creature merit procures some-
thing from it is merely a means by
which He honors the free choice He
gives to all His creatures. See Joshua
24: 15; Revelation 22: 17.

The Study Committee tries desper-
ately to explain away Ellen White's clear
statement that ·'by perfect obedience to
the requiremeT1ls of the law, man is justi-
fied. Only through faith in Christ is such
obedience They insist that
this statement refers to "Christ's imputed
righteousness, not our OWI1. "55

We agree, but as the Study Commit-
tee itself imputed right-
eousness is not forensic only. Ellen White
declares, "By receiving His imputed right-
eousncss, through the transforming power
of the Holy Spirit, we become like

She states clsewhere: "His
IChrisfsj righteousness is imputed only
to the obedient. ""58 This statement is in
harmony with Paul's writing in Romans
2: 13: "For not the hearers of the law are
just before God, but the doers of the law
shall be justified,"

No one in this discussion is defend-
ing "our own righteousness" as a means

of salvation. Yet, the Study Committee
insists on the unscriptural contention that
our own righteousness and the believer's
converted obedience arc one and the
same thing. In the following statement
Ellen White not only clarifies the practi-
cal nalUre of imputed righteousness but
also makes a clear distinction between
our own strength and the practical
strength provided by
Jesus' righteousness:

"The resolutions you
may make in your own
finite strength, will be
only as ropes of sand; but
if you pray in sincerity,
surrendering yourself,
soul, body, and spirit, unto
God. you put on the whole
amlOr of God, and open
the soul to the righteous-
ness of Christ; and this
alone-Christ's imputed
righteousness-makes you
able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. The
work of every soul is fO

resiSf fhe enemy in fhe
power and mighf of fhe
Lord Jesus ChriSf, and the
promise is that the devil
shall nee from us. "5') See
James 4:7.

The following state-
menlS are even clearer regarding those
works which fonn a part of our salvation
and those which do not:

"For by grace arc yc saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God." Ephesians 2:8. "Work out
your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling." Philippians 2: 12. What does this
mean? Is this a contradiction? Let see
what the last part of it says: " 'Work out
your own salvation with fear ,md trem-
bling. For it is God which worketh in
you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure.' Verses 12-13. Praise God. Now
who will be discouraged? Who is going
to faint? It is not cOll1miucd 10 us, weak,
feeble mortals to work out our own sal-
vation in our own strength. It is Christ
that worketh in you. And this is the
privilege of every son and daughter of
Adam. But we are to work. We arc not
to be idle. We arc put here in this world
to work. We are not put here to fold our
anns."(>/)

"The work of gaining salvation is onc
of copartnership, a joint operation. , .
Human effort of itself is not sufficient.
Without the aid of divine power it avails
nothing. God works and man works. ""1

"The future eternal life of incli-
vidual depends. not on words, not on
profession, but on earnest works. We
nCl:d to make decided efforts in order 10

keep the heart with all
diligence, while looking
to JCSU:::i as the Author and
Finisher of our faith. We
need to watch over an Ull-
ruly tongue; we need to
watch for opportunities to
do good as Jesus did.
Ministers of the gospel,
preach Christ. Bring His
heavenly grace into your
lives and thoughts. Be
truthful, and ever keep
under the discipline of the
Word of God. We must
be saved in God's ap-
pointed way. We mllst
lean upon His counsel,
and unite in His works."('2

"A mere participation
in religious services and
ordinances does not make
a sinner a Christian....
A man is made holy, and
acceptable with God, only

when his unclean heart is made clean by
the grace of Christ, through faith, and by
obedience to words of truth and right-
eousness. A work of refonllation and
restoration must take place in every
Those who have had great light and
many privileges may perf01111 some good
works, notwithstanding their impenitence
and their refusal to be saved in God's
appointed way. BUI these good works do
not cleanse the soul from corruption.
Only those who accept the light of God's
truth, choosing to obey Him, will be
cleansed from the defilemcnt of sin."6.1

Notice how several of these state-
ments speak of our need to be saved in
"God's lor Chrisl'sl appointed way," and
how is it defined?

"Thank God. He attends us every step
of the way through, if we arc willing to
be saved in Christ's appointed way,
through obediencc to His requirell1cnts"'6-l

As we ascend Peter's ladder, God
promises we will never fall:
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presents the truth in clear lines, showing
that obedience is the condition of gain-
ing eternal life."70

The Study Committee comments as
follows:

"Another brief excerpt quoted seems
to have Ellen White teach salvation by
works: [then the quote above is cited)
... But the next sentence proclaims the
gospel: 'Christ imparts His righteousness
to those who consent to let Him take
away their sins. We are indebted to Christ
for the grace which makes us complete
in Him. • "71 (Emphasis in original.)

Of course, it is the imparted right-
eousness of Christ which makes this obe-
dience possible. The true Adventists have
consistently said this. Will the Study
Commiltee please produce one-just
one-inspired statement that excludes
sanctified obedience from saving right-
eousness, or which equates the salvation
by works, condemned by Inspiration, with
salvation by sanctification?

Again, the clarity of the Bible on this
point is unmistakable:

God hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation through sanctification of
the Spirit and belief of the truth. See
2 Thessalonians 2: 13.

The Study Committee speaks as
though salvation by sanctified obedience
is the same as "creature merit, "72 and
explicitly denies that sanctification is
meritorious.73 Again, why do they insist
on the absurd notion that "creature merit'"
is the same as the Creator's imparted
merit? In Ellen White's writings, the mer-
its of Christ are just another term for the
righteousness of Christ. They arc placed
to our account in place of our past sins,14
but they are also imparted to give power
for living righteous lives. Can the fol-
lowing statements possibly be misunder-
stood:

"Becoming partakers of His divine
nature, we are to learn to discern the
temptations of Satan, and, in the strength
of His grace, overcome the corruptions
that are in the world through lust. He
who was once a sinful human being may
be refined and purified through the im-
parted merits of Christ, and stand before
his fellow men as a laborer together with
God.""

"When the law of God is thus im-
planted in the soul of the believer, he is
approaching eternal life through the mer-

seck for a pure, clean soul, a soul washed
and made white in the blood oJthe Lomb. It
is the white robe oj righteousness
that gives the sinner admittance into the
presence of the heavenly angels.' She does
not teach that we save ourselves. '>67 (Em-
phasis in original.)

The Study Conunittee's big problem is
their conviction that being made white in the

blood of the Lamb, clothed
with the white robe of
Christ's righteousness, re-
fers to forensic (legal) right-
eousnessalone-that which
Christ did for us 2,000 years
ago. While they claim to
believe on one page that
righteousness by faith does
include both justification
and sanctification,68 on the
previous page (quoted
above) they speakas though
the blood and righteous-
ness of Christ do not in-
clude sanctification. How-
ever, the Bible very clearly
defines the fmc linen in
which the bride of Christ is
arrayed as "the righteous
deeds of the sair:ts." Rev-
elation 19:8, R.S.V.

Again, absolutely no one is saying
we can save ourselves, but salvation by
sanctified obedience is not the same as
salvation by self. Whenever scripture and
Ellen White speak of obedience as a
condition of salvation, they are talking
about sanctified obedience-not our own.
Indeed, never does Ellen White use the
term "our own works"' with reference to
sanctified obedience. That term refers
only to the religious actions of the un-
converted heart. This entire controversy
might be settled quickly if the Study
Committee, and countless others in Ad-
ventism today, would simply acknowl-
edge this inspired distinction.

The Study Committee confuses the
reader again by quoting Ellen White's
devastatingly clear statement that "obe-
dience is the condition of gaining eternal
life."" Conveniently, they left out the
previous part of this sentence, which
utterly demolishes their cherished notion
that the gospel is unconditional good
news, not good advice:

"The gospel that is to be preached to
all nations, kindreds, tongues, and peoples

Whenever
scripture and
Ellen White
speak of
obedience as a
condition of
salvation, they
are talking
about
sanctified
obedience-
not our own.

'''Christ, who connects earth with
heaven, is the ladder. The base is planted
firmly on the earth in His humanity; the
topmost round reaches to the throne of
God in His divinity. The humanity of
Christ embraces fallen humanity, while
His divinity lays hold upon the throne of
God. We are saved by climbing round
after round of the ladder, looking to
Christ, clinging to Christ,
mounting step by step to
the height of Christ, so
that He is made unto us
wisdom and righteousness
and sanctification and re-
demption. Faith, virtue,
knowledge, temperance,
patience, godliness, broth-
erly kindness, and charity
are the rounds of this lad-
der. All these graces are
to be manifested in the
Christian character; and
'if yc do these things, ye
shall never fall: for so an
entrance shall be minis-
tered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting king-
dom of our Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ.' 2 Peter
1:10-11.""

Rather than getting their theology ex-
clusively from the weight of inspired
evidence, the Study Comminee makes
the mistake that too many in contempo-
rary Adventism are making. They come
to the Bible and Spirit of Prophecy with
their own definitions of such tcnns as the
blood and righteou ness of Christ, the
old and new covenants, and legalism.
Instead of allowing lnspiration to define
itself, they read into the statements of
Inspiration what they insist must be the
real meaning, in accordance wilh their
own theological presuppositions. Several
examples witl suffice.

The recent Study Committee ews-
letter quotes the following Ellen White
statement:

"His [the believer's] perfect obedi-
ence to all God's commandments, opens
to him the gates of the Holy City.""

Then they respond:
"On the surface, this one sentence does

sound like old covenant legalism, earning
heaven by creature merit, but the context
indicates it is not. The two previous sen-
tences proclaim the gospel: 'He desires us to
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the latter as the essence of legalism. thus
encouraging a dramatic reduction of be-
havioral guidance and emphasis, and thus
the widespread personal and institutional
disregard for thc counsels of God which
we see in the modern Adventist Church.

The Study Committec believes quite
sincerely that theirs is a "new covenant"
theology, while that of "historic Advent-

ism" is "old covenant."S7
They associate the con-
cept of "obey and live"
with the old covenant and
the concept of "believe
and live" with the new
covenant.88 However. this
is not how Inspiration dis-
tinguishes the two cov-
enants. The old covenant
was based on promises
made by man in his un-
aided strength, when Is-
rael pledgcd at Sinai: "All
that the LORD hath spoken
we will do." Exodus 19:8.
Ellen White comments as
follows on the difference
between the two cov-
enants:

"God brought them
[Israel] to Sinai; He mani-
fested His glory; He gave
them His law, with the
promise of great blessings

on condition of obedience: 'If ye will
obey my voice indeed, and keep my
covenant, then ... ye shall be unto me a
kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.'
Exodus 19:5-6. The pcople did not real-
ize the sinfulness of their own hearts.
and that without Christ it was impossible
for them to keep God's law; and they
readily entered into covenant with God.
Feeling (hat (hey were able CO escoblish
their own righteousness, they declared,
'All that the LORO hath said we will do,
and be obedient.' Exodus 24:7."

"The temlS of the "old covenant' were,
Obey and live: 'If a man do, he shall
evcn live in them;' (Ezekiel 20:11; Lev-
iticus 18:5) bUI 'curscd be he that
confirmeth not all the words of this law
to do them.' Deuteronomy 27:26. The
"new covenant' was established upon
'better promises'-the promise of for-
giveness of sins and of the grace of God
to renew the heart and bring it into
harmony with the principles of God's

Legalism is
truly an empty
figment of
human
imagination-
the absurd idea
that a creature
actually has
something of
his own to give
in exchange
for something
belonging to
his Creator.

Without the aid of divine power it avails
nothing. God works and man works. "8S

We are not our "co-saviors" in the
sense that no power or merit originates
with man. "All things come of thee, and
of thine own have we given thee."
I Chronicles 29: 14. Not only the power
bestowed at conversion but also the power
with which we were born is a gift from
God. Thus the converted
Christian realizes that his
cooperative effort in the
saving process is merely
an act of returning to God
what was His in the first
place.

While the above state-
ment (and others) speaks
of the need to gain salva-
tion, Inspiration is equally
clear that we cannot earn
salvation.86The difference
is simple, and flows out
of the thought just stated.
If a person in great, fi-
nancial debt comes to me
for help, and r in turn
give him the means to
gain financial freedom,
this would be very differ-
ent from such a person
gaining such freedom by
means of his own hard-
earned dollars. How fool-
ish wouId it be for such a person to
claim that his own sweat and blood had
gotten him out of debt! By the same
token, how foolish it is to think a person
can claim credit from God for his part in
working out his own salvation, since the
only power available to accomplish this
comes from God I So long as this prin-
ciple is understood, none need fear that
boasting is encouraged by true Adventist
theology.

This point helps us to understand one
of the most illuminating truths at last
unveiled to penetrate the blindness of
contemporary Adventism-that legalism
is truly an empty figment of human imagi-
nation-the absurd idea that a creature
actually has something of his own to
give in exchange for something belong-
ing to his Creator. Demolishing this mis-
conception is the answer to legalism-
not eliminating man's role and
responsibility in the saving process. Con M

temporary Adventism has misunderstood

its of Jesus.... Here in this life is the
testing. trying time. The angels of God
are watching the development of charac-
ter, and weighing moral worth. The whole
question is settled in this. Is he obedient
or disobedient to the commandments of
God? has the sinner been transformed in
this world, through the merits of Christ,
to an obedient servant. so that he is fitted
to join the heavenly society?"76

"We must seek to separate sin from
us, relying upon the merits of tJ,e blood
of Christ; and then in the day of afflic-
tion, when the enemy presses us, we
shall walk among the angels.""

"The more we contemplate these
riches, the more we will come into pos-
session of them, and the more we shall
reveal the merits of Christ's sacrifice, the
protection of His righteousness, His in-
exprcssible love, the fullness of His wis-
dom. and His power to present us before
the Father without spot or wrinkle or any
such thing."78

"Through the merits of His blood,
you may overcome every spiritual foe,
and remedy every defect of character."79

"Through the merits of Christ man
may be able to exercise the noblest pow-
ers of his being, and expel sin from his
soul. "so

The Study Committee insists that
we are not our "co-saviors."81 It is very
dangerous to invent theological expres-
sions not found in the writings of In-
spiration. This only confuses people.
espccially when they read Pau!"s
cxhoration to "work out your own sal-
vation with fear and trembling. For it
is God that worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good pleasure." Philip-
pians 2: 12-13. Thc Study Committee's
claim that this merely means to "let
this salvation received in Christ flow
out' from you to others. "82 This claim is
belied by Paul's statement in Colos-
sians I:29: "Whereunto [perfection1 I
also labour. striving according to his
working, which worketh in me might-
ily."' Thus man is exhorted to labor and
strive. not merely to avoid "damming
up the stream."8l No wonder Ellen
White declares that "man is to work
oul that which God works in."'" Again
we cite a statement we quoted earlier:

"The work of gaining salvation is one
of copartnership, a joint operation.
Human effort of itself is not sufficient.
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"When the lawyer came to Christ,
saying, 'Master, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?' the Saviour did nOI say,
Believe, only believe, and you will be
saved. 'What is written in the law?" He
said; 'how readest thou?' The lawyer
answered: 'Thall shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy hean, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy strength, ,md with
all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thy-
self.' Christ said, 'Thou hast answered
right; this do, and thou shalt live.' Here
the false doctrine that man has nothing to
do but believe is swept away. Eternal life
is given to us on the condition that we
obey the commandments of God. ,.<)<}

In other statements Ellen White is
clear that being accepted in the Beloved
is conditional on sanctified obedience:

"The life and death ofChrist in behalfof
sinful man were for the purpose of restoring
the sinner toGod's favor, through imparting
to him the righteousness that would meel the
claims of the law and find acceptance with
the F'lther. "100

"There is no way back to innocence
and life except through repentance for
having transgressed God's law, and faith
in the merits of the Divine Sacrifice.
who has suffered for your transgressions
of the past; and you are accepted in Ihe
Beloved on condition of obedience to
the commandments of your Creator."JOI

"Through Jesus there is divine sym-
pathy between God and the human be-
ings who, through obedience. are ac-
cepted in the Beloved. Thus humanity
eonfomls to the will of Divinity, fulfill-
ing the words, 'If ye love me, keep my
commandments." John 14:15. The
commandmenlkeeping people of God me
lO walk in Ihe sunlight of right-
eousness, their countenances expressing
cheerfulness and thanksgiving. joyful in
the assurance, 'Blessed are they that do
his commandments, that they may have
right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city.' Revela-
tion 22:

"Through obedience to all the com-
mandments of God. we are accepted in
the Beloved. "IOJ

In another statemenl she clearly dis-
tinguishe human merit (which docs not
exist) from the imparted strength which
brings acceptance with God:

"The pride of man hinders him from
accepting the provisions of salvation. BUI

the Study Committee deny that believers
can stop believing. However, none dare
miss the point these authors make-that
while ceasing to believe will cost us
salvation,9J occasional disobedience will
nol.9S It is utterly impossible for such a
concept not to encourage carelessness in
Christian living.

Both Seripture and
Ellen White arc clear that
for the Christian, belief
and obedience are identi-
cal. "The one believing in
the Son has life eternal,
but the one disobeying the
Son will not sec life."
John 3:36, Interlinear
Bible. This helps us un-
derstand just how much
is involved in the divine
command to "'believe on
the Lord Jesus Chris!. and
thou shalt be saved." Acts
16:31. Thus Ellen Whitc
makes the following
ments:

"We hear many say,
'Believe. believe; all that
you have to do is believe in
Jesus.' But it is our privi-
lege to inquire, What docs
this bclieftake in? and what
docs it comprehend? There
are many of us who have a
nominal faith. bUI wedo not
bring that faith imoourchar·
acters. ""%

"To believe on Christ is to have God
dwell in the soul and have not merely the
acts, but the words, and even the tJlOughls,
brought into subjection to the Spirit of
Christ. ·'91

We noted earlier that because the
Study Committee approaches lnspiration
with the unscriptural definition of legal-
ism so common in contemporary Ad-
ventism-namely, that sanetified obedi-
ence is a requirement for salvation-we
find it quoting clear inspired statements
in this regard, and then asking, '"ls Ellen
White really a legalist at heartT'98 Using
the Study Committee's definition, Christ
Himself is a legalist. For il was He who
told tJle rich, young ruler, '''If thou wilt
enter into life, keep the commandments."
Matthew 19: 17. Ellen White reeounts
another story in which Jesus gave this
answer to a similar question:

converSIon
versus religious
activity
produced by
converSIOn,

The difference
between the
two covenants
is not between
belief versus
obedience as
the basis of
salvation, but
rather, religious
activity apart
from

law. 'This shall be the eovenant that I
will make with the house of Israel; After
those days, saith the LORD, I will put my
law in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts; ... I will forgive their iniq-
uity. and [ will remember their sins no
morc.· Jeremiah 31 :33_34:'89

Put simply, the difference between
the two covenants is 110t

between belief versus obe-
dience as the basis of sal-
vation. but rather, reli-
gious activity apart from
conversion versus reli-
gious activity produced by
conversion. While Ellen
White says clearly that the
Israelites did not perceive
the state of their own
hearts when they prom-
ised to obey God, she is
quite clear elsewhcrc-
contrary to one of the
Study Committee's eher-
ished rcprescntations-
that God's people are to
make this exact promise,
with His strength, in these
last days. After citing the
promise 1srael made in
Exodus 19:8, she eom-
ments:

"This is the pledge
that God's people are to
make in these last days.
Their acceptance with
God depends on a faithful fulfillment of
the terms of their agreement with Him.
God includes in His covenant all who
will obey Him.""

The Study Committee unleashes the
most perverse of concepts when it seeks
to distinguish belief from obedience, and
by the same logic, unbelief from disobe-
dience. The Study Committee describes
"historic Adventism" as teaching that "'the
final judgment of the lost will be be-
cause of their sins of disobedience,"')J
and claims that by eontrast. the 1888
Message teaches that "the final judgment
of the lost will be because of their eher-
ished unbelief:'9! Jack Sequeira teaches
the same thing when he states, "The New
Testament is absolutely clear: man is not
lost because he's a sinner. Man is lost
because he has rejeeted Jesus Chris!."')
This is not the same as once-saved-al-
ways-saved, since neither Sequeira nor
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Condemnation
has come upon
all because of
the choice of
all to sin, and
justification is
available to all
through their
choice to
accept Christ's
righteousness.

human merit will not admit a soul into
the presence of God. That which will
make a man acceptable to God is the
imparted grace of Christ through faith in
His namc." l 0-1

Again she speaks so clearly regard-
ing lhe means of our salvation:

"Wc are savcd by climbing round
after round of the ladder. looking to
Christ, clinging to Christ, mounting step
by step to the height of Christ, so that
He is made unto us wisdom and right-
eousness and sanctification and redemp-
tion. Faith. virtue. knowledge, temper-
ance. patience, godliness. brotherly
kindness. and charity arc the rounds of
this ladder. "105

The Meaning of the Cross

The Study COlllmittee continues to
preach its fervently cherished belief that
<111 men and women were justified on
Calvary-whether they like it or notl
The best term for this is involuntary
justification-a term onc Study Commit-
tee leader has protested,l06 but which
dcfines their concept all too well.

The Study Committee insists:
"Fallen man cannol obey unless .first

he believes the good news of his justifi-
cation in Christ as already his Saviour. "107
(Emphasis in original.)

But we arc nevertheless assured:
·'God does not force anyone; the sin-

ner can spurn what Christ has already
given him."IOll

I have used this illustration before,
and I will continue to use it, because it
helps us all to understand just how de-
structive of free choice this doctrine truly
is. The difference betwcen the true Ad-
ventist, Inspiration-based belief that
Christ has provided salvation for every-
onc as contrasted with the Study
Committee's belief that Christ has al-
ready sa\'ed everyone, is as simple as the
diffcrence between my being interested
in a girl and my approaching her with the
"good news·· that she and I arc already
married! Of course, she can go down to
the courthouse and file for divorce, if
she likes, but unless she docs this, our
involuntary marriagc rcmains legally in-
tacL. Something tclls me that not many
single women would experience a heart
overflowing with lovc upon hearing these
"glad tidings."

Romans 5, the focal point of the
Study Committee's theology, simply docs
not teach the involuntary condemnation
or justification of anyonc. Death (eter-
nal) has passcd upon all men because
"all have sinned." Romans 5: 12. Nothing
here offers the slightest indication that
the whole world was "in Adam" in some
mystical way when he sinned. Delete the
supplied phrases "judg-
ment came" and "the free
gift camc" from versc 18
(KJV), and one simply has
the words found in the
Interlinear Bible:
"So therefore as

through one offensc to all
men to condemnation, so
also through one righteous
act to all men to justifica-
tion of life:'

Without the supplied
phrascs, onc must strctch
the language of this verse to
extract the concept that all
mcn have becn respectively
condcmllcd and justified-
through no fault or wish of
their own. The vcrse just
before and the verse just after make it clear,
as docs verse 12, that personal choice is
necessary for one either 10 be condemned or
justified:

"For if by one mall's offensc death
reigned by one; much mOTe they which
reccive abundancc of grace and of thc
gift of righteousness shall reign in life by
one, Jesus Christ. . . . For as by one
man's disobedience many were made sin-
ners, so by the obedience of one shall
many be made righteous." Verses 17, 19.

Notice it says "they which receive
abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness.... This obviously is not the
whole world. Notice that it also says, "by
the obedience of one shall many be made
righteous:' Calvary obviously has not
made everybody righteous, legally or oth-
erwise. Many have been made sinners
because "all have sinned" (verse 12),
and mallY will be made righteous (see
verse 19) because they receive an abun-
dance of grace and of Ihe gift of Christ'S
righteousness. See verse 17.
The theme of Romans 5 is breathtak-

ingly simple: Adam led the world into
sin, and Christ has offered to lead us
back out of it. Condemnation has come

upon all because of the choice of all to
sin, and justification is available to all
through their choice to accept Christ's
righteousness.

1n a more recent J888 Message
NeH'sletter, the Study Committee again
demonstrates its disrcgard for the right
and reality of human choice, and the
fact that both sin and righteousness

cannot exist without this
right. In their own words:
"Some present the

idea that what Adam did
to the race is greater than
what Christ did for it.
These have universalized
sin, while particularizing
justification.

"But is sin more uni-
versal than Christ's justi-
fication? Did Adam re-
ally carvc his initials more
deeply in the flesh of man-
kind than did Christ? Has
the work of Christ made
less of an impact on the
fallen race than the fall of
Adam?"lOI)

The answcr to each of
the above qucstions, unfortunately, is a
resounding, Yes. Adnm's sin is more uni-
versal than Christ's justification because
"all have sinncd·' (Romans 5: 12), while
only a few have chosen righteousness.
Adam's initials have indeed been carved
more deeply in the human race because
"narrow is the way which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it." Mat-
thew 7: 14. It is not because the power
and righteousness of Christ are less avail-
able than Adam's sin, only thai the latter
is more desired by the unrenewed heart.

The following Ellen White statements
clarify this point funher:

"Learn from the Word of God how to
form characters fitted for the country
you are seeking. Know that Christ is to
bc set forth among you, and that all that
was lost in Adam the cross of Christ
fully restores to every believing soul. ·'110

"The Lord Jesus came to our world full
of mercy, life, and light, ready to save those
who should comc unto Him. But He call
save no one against his will. God does not
force the conscience.... All this work is
after the ordcr of Satan."111

If all men have been justified at the
cross, whether they like it or not, that is
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"The emancipation papers of our race
were signed by the blood of the Son of
God, and a way was opened for the
message of hope and mercy to be carried
to the ends of the earth. ow, w/wever
will, may reach forth and take hold of
God·s hand, and make peace with Him,
and they shall make peace.'·1l8

Notice that she says we may have
freedom (emancipation) on condition of
faith in Him who is able to save. God
cannot free anyone from sin, legally or
otherwise, unless they want to be free.
All He can do is make that freedom
possible, which is what Calvary is all
about. Any theology which teaches in-
voluntary justification or salvation is the
equivalent of involuntary marriage. For
me to contract a marriage with a woman
without her consent would be a brutal
violation of her free choice and the pre-
rogative of her heart, and for God to
legally remove our sins when we want to
retain them is a similar brutal violation
of liberty.

The Study Committee quotes another
person who uses Cyrus' decree granting
freedom to the Jews as a parallel to what
Jesus did at the cross,"'1 but never does
Inspiration use this story as an illustra-
tion of what happened at Calvary. No
illustration, Biblical or otherwise, can be
used to teach something not taught by
the inspired consensus.

The Issue That Will Not Go Away

One painful, perverse reality continues
to be ignored by ti,e Study Committee.
Ignorance cannot be pleaded as an excuse,
since the book Those Who Do Noc Remem-
ber the Past lW is obviously in their posses-
sion, and is repeatedly quoted in their recent
Newsletter. 121 This book demonstrates the
conspicuous flirtation of Jack Sequeira with
Desmond Ford's denial of the sanctuary
doctrine, and how belief in a completed
salvation at the cross, inevitably and logi-
cally leads to a denial of this cardinal,
Adventist pillar.

Yet, the Study Committee seems to
ignore this point entirely. Every quota-
tion from the book cited above focuses
on the salvational issues-never on the
sanctuary. Indeed, the Study Committee
affirms quite clearly its belief in the
significance of 1844, in contrast to the
New Theology.'''

not a legal or judicial measure, but a
military one. Since the Southern states
had seceded from the Union, Lincoln
had no executive authority there. Only as
the Union army reoccupied those states
could the proclamation become legal
there. So this teaching is not only untrue
on the basis of Scripture and Ellen White,
it is also based on an historical event that

never happened.
As we study the writ-

ings of Inspiration, we
must ever bear in mind
the following statemenl:

111eTestimonies them-
selves will be the key that
will explain the messages
given, as scripture is ex-
plained by scripture."116

We must let Ellen
White define her own vo-
cabulary. We cannot per-
mit others to define it for
her. At least two of her
statements in which she
uses the word emancipa-
tion in the context of sal-
vation make it clear that
this is a metaphor used to
describe the provisions of-
fered by Calvary-the re-
ceipt of which are condi-
tional on faith and
obedience:

"God sent His Mes-
senger from heaven, even
His only begotten Son, to

proclaim to all the inhabitants of the
world: I have found a ransom. I have
made a way of escape for all the perish-
ing. I have your emancipation papers
provided for you, sealed by the Lord of
heaven and earth. Yw may have free-
dom upon the condition of faith in Him
who is able to save unto the uttermost all
who come unto God by Him.... It is not
because the mercy, the grace, the love of
tlw Father and the Son are not ample,
and have not been freely bestowed. that
they [sinners] do not rejoice in pardon-
ing love, but it is because of their unbe-
lief, because of their choice of the world,
that they are not comfoned with the
grace of God. It is their love of disobedi-
ence, their pleasure in sin, their enjoy-
ment of rebellion, that have blotted their
perceptions until they fail to discern the
things which make for their peace."lI1

uses IS a
preCIse
contradiction
to the Study
Committee's
position.

certainly against ulcir will, however much
the Study Committee might wish to deny
the stark logic of the position they take.

The Study Committee gives as an
illustration of God's '"extravagant gift of
justifying love," the anointing of Jesus'
feet by Mary Magdalene at Bethany, and
compares the protest of "historic Ad-
ventists" against their theology to Judas'
protest against Mary's ----------
gift. '" Ironically, Ellen No hint
White cOlllp«rcs Mary's
act to the salvalional pro- whatsoever
visions Jesus offers, and can be found
in a way totally contrary
to the Study Committce's that salvation
position:

"Christ's offering was has already
exceedingly abundant to been
reach every soul that God
had created. It could not accomplished
be restricted so as not to
excecd the number who for everyone.
would accept the great The language
Gift. All men are not
saved; yet the plan of re- Ellen White
demplion is nor a waste
OOCCllISC if does not ac-
complish all that its liber-
ality 11(Is provided for.
There must be enough and
to spare."lIJ

NOlicc, she says all are
not saved, and that the
plan of salvation is not a
failure because it docs 110t

accomplish all that its pro-
visions make possible. No hint whatso-
ever can be found that salvation has
already been accomplished for everyone.
The language Ellen White uses is a pre-
cise contradiction to the Study
Committee's position.

The Study Committee continues to
insisllhat Ellen White's statements about
Christ signing the "emancipation papers"
of the race ll '; use Abraham Lincoln's
proclamation as an analogy. lIS In the
Study Committee's own words:

"We cannot deny that at the stroke of
Lincoln's pen, every slave in the Confed-
erate territories was legally, judicially,
free."

Not only is this theology contrary to
Inspiration, it is also contrary (Q Civil
War history. Lincoln's Emancipation
Proclamation freed no one at the mo-
ment it was signed. This document was
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However, the implications of
Sequeira's theology for the sanctuary mes-
sage cannot be ignored. If Our sins
been blotted out already by Jesus on the
cross,l"l:.t there is no need for them to be
blotted out in heaven. If the whole world
was unconditionally saved at the cross,
with deliberate resistance on our part
necessary to negate this legal the
striving for perfect obedience, which In-
spiration says is essential to pass the
investigative judgment,l25 ceases to be
necessary, sillce the conditions of OUf

salvation have supposedly been met by
someone else. The theology of Jack Se-
queira and the Study Committee is as
incompatible with the investigative judg-
ment as racism is incompatible with so-
cial justice.

Unless the Study Committee awakens
to an awareness of this stark fact, it will
continue to walk the garden path of apos-
tasy paved before them by A. F.
Ballenger, W. W. Fletcher, Robert
Brinsmead, and Desmond Ford. The sal-
vational theology of Sequeira and the
Study Committee is a dagger thrust into
the heart of Seventh-day Adventism. We
can only pray that the Study Committee
and its supporters will awaken to this
reality before it is too lat.e.

Returning to the illustration with
which we began, the Senator in Allen
Drury's book addressing the United Na-
tions wrung from his dying heart the
following words, which help us best un-
derstand the meaning of the love he
believed was the world's only hope in
the midst of chaos l and what we in Ad-
ventism today know is our only hope in
the midst of the present controversy:

"Though we fly to the moon and far
beyond, we shall take with uS what is in
our and if it be not pure, we shall
slaughter one anotJler wherever we meet,
as surely on some outward star as here
on earth,"12G

Here is the bottom line of the whole
salvational debate. God cannot risk an-
other revolution. This is why He can
take only pure people to heaven, and
why sanctified obedience remains the
unalterable condition of our salvation.
Contemporary Adventism, besotted with
an unbalanced fear of legalislll, has failed
to understand that while unsanctified,
hypocritical obedience will save no one,
anel is in fact the true definition of legal-

ism, sanctified obedience is indeed God's
method of saving us. See Matthew 19:17;
Luke 10:25-28; Romans 2: I3; 2 Thes-
salonians 2: 13; Hebrews 5:9.

Like the Senator before the UN, we
long for love and harmony, and, like
him, our hearts seem nearly to break in
our hunger for it. Yet, only hearts made
pure by the grace of God can bring it
about. When God's church is reunited on
the unchanging platfonn of inspired truth,
this blessed love and unity will take hold
of every heart, and the world will know
that we have been with Jesus. 0
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Letters tv the f(Jitf2r
We arc so encouraged to hear how the

work. of God is going around the
Our prayers afC with all the work.

KK, Texas

Thank yOll so much! Our Firm Foun-
dation has been a real blessing to my
family. We arc very thankful to have a
paper such as this. We arc also thankful
for the staff who arc allowing the Holy
Spirit to work through them in providing
these timely articles. We remember you
in prayer. M & C, Oregon

May God be with yOll in the good work
you llrc doing in these closing days of
carth's history. KS, Colorado

I am writing to thank you for the won-
derful literature I have received! It has
helped me tremendously in Ill)' Christian
walk. MS, Michigall

I came across a book entitled Steps TO
Christ for a Sanctified Life, which is very
prophetic, and which I had not heard of
since I started knowing my Creator. So I ask
you kindly if you can assist me by sending
me books by Ellen G. White. RB. Kellya

The main rcason that I am writing you
this letter is that I have hcard about your
ministry and your books here in Ghana.
Mr. Editor, 1 would much appreciate it if I
had these books (slich as Bible Readillgs,
Livillg the Life of rhe Li/egiver, and oth-
ers) in my Bible study library bccause as a
new, young Christian I ought to know
marc about Christ whom we are serving.
Thank you. K'r, Chana

I wonder if you would help me out of
this rut. I rcad a book from a friend of minc,
and I was deeply impressed that I needed
books of this type. I havc read many, many
books of worldly religions, and they have
taught me nothing as compared to those
of YOllr S.D.A. Church.

I want to congratulate S.D.A. authors
for their well-written books to guide God's
people out of these confusing and mis-
leading, false, religious doctrines.

1 had not come across the plain truth
until I found it in allr Firm Foundarioll
which my friend gave me to reacl. It is truly
a work guided by the Holy Spirit so as to
prepare people for the final judgment. I
would like 10 request that you send me the
Our Firm FOllndation magazine and other
books on the Spirit of Prophecy.... May
God bless you in this endeavor to fulfill O,e
commission of Jesus Christ. Sf, Kenya

1am grateful to lell you that I benefit-
ed a lot from the Our Firm FOlllldarioll
magazine though J did not order it, but 1
borrowed it from my friend. J had been
asked by my friends why God did not
destroy Satan after he organized a rebel-
lion, bUI I could not answer them. After
reading this wonderful magazine, I can
answer them confidently.

I would like to order some copies (of
the magazine), but I do not have money.
Also, I need the study Bible, Final
Warning, and The Great COnfroversy. J
would be grateful if 1could get these books
sponsored for me, so that I can also tell my
schoolmates abollt the fale approaching the
earth. ET, Kenya

I am glad to write you this letter since it
is my first time wriling 10 you. I would like
{or you to know more about me.

I am a member of the Seventh-day
Adventist ChuTch and 1 am attending the
church school. I am very active in spread-
ing the Word of God to friends and others
I come in contact with. Because of this I
have made marc friends who want to be-
come members or the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

This has come about through my slllall
efforts. So, sir, I am begging you to give
me a hand by sending me some materials
like the Holy Bible, Our Firm Foundation,
and other religious books. 1 hope you will
do your best to give me the necessary
assistance. Thanks. KB, Ghana

I wish to thank God for the existence of
your organization. 1 want to thank you so
much for the books that I received from
yOli. I had been searching for books by

Mrs. E. G. White for a long time and 1 hope
they will help me a lot. TIlailk you so much.
May God richly bless you in spirit and
wisdom. JM, Zimbab'l-ve

Thank you for sending me the books. r
have received them, and now I will be able
to read and utilize them accordingly. I was
happy to look at the journals which had the
topic of the sanctuary.

Second, 1 have been chosen to be a
chaplain in our secondary school. Please
send me books concerning education in
Adventist schools. Thank you for hearing
my request. ME, Uganda

Thank yOLl so much for sending Ollr
Firm FOllndarion to the entire world.

I am a boy of 18 years of age in Zam-
bia. I have developed an interest in studying
the Our Firm Foundation magazine. These
magazines have done something in my life.
I will never lose hope until that day. Yes,
very soon Jesus will appear. I am much
prepared because of your magazine. I am so
well prepared that crisis can come. I shall
stand. r am prepared for death, and tl10
second coming or Ollr Christ. This is be-
cause 1know that I am ncar Jesus. I have oil
in my vessel. Jesus is with mc always.

Will you please send me jLlst olle "study
Bible"? It doesn't matter to Ille if il is used
beforc, or a new one, or any color, as long
as I have it. Please.

The work yOLl arc doing is a great job.
and Jesus has a reward for you. Please
continue doing the work for Him.

KS, Zambia

I wish to thank yOLi for sending Our
Firm Fou/ldarion 10 Africa. The arti-
cles in your mag<lzine are so touching
that they bring Heaven a little closer to
my hear\. Through your magazines I have
learned that we have so much ground to
cover before Jesus comes. especially in
character building.

I just love your magazine! Keep it
coming. Fling out the banner! Let il
float skyward and seaward, high and
wide! God bless you as wc cnter 1997.

TM, Zimbabwe
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POR we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principali-
ties, against powers. against the

rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high
places." Ephesians 6: 12.

Every Seventh-day Adventist knows
that there arc demons. We believe that
the sin problem began in heaven, and
that there was a war. Christ, the Creator
General of the universe, and His mighty
army defeated Lucifer and his rebels
who attempted a coup in heaven. We all

understand how the sin problem came to
this planet. The Genesis story reveals the
tragic failure of Adam and Eve-how
Satan wrested the princeship from Adam,
and then how the Creator, Christ, was
willing to become Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, incarnated into the human fam-
ily. By His perfect life, death, and resur-
rection, He provided for all who wouid
accept it-a way of escape from the
death penalty.

As the prince of this world, Satan
enlarged his rebellion against God

and attempted to take over the uni-
verse, and be God. See Isaiah 14;
Ezekiel 28.

Yes, we believe in a real devil, but
do we know him as our great enemy?
Satan invented what we call the luke-
warm condition of Laodicea. Those who
become infected with this fatal disease
know not that they are wretched, mis-
erabie, poor, blind, and naked. See Rev-
elation 3: 14-21.

As we approach the end, many will
apostatize and join the ranks of Satan's
army. See Testimonies, vol. 8,41. Lead-
ers, pastors, lay leaders, and members
will be among those who will be the
accusers of the faithful and loyal in God's
army.

Listen to the prophet of God explain
this treachery which will soon be re-
vealed:
"Ministers who have preached the

truth with all zeal and earnestness may
apostatize and join the ranks of our en-
emies, but does this tum the truth of God
into a lie? 'Nevertheless,' says the
apostle, 'the foundation of God standeth
sure.' 2 Timothy 2: 19. The faith and
feelings of men may change; but the
truth of God-never. The third angel's
message is sounding; it is infallible.
"No man can serve God without unit-

ing against himself evil men and evil
angels. Evil spirits will be put upon the
track of every soul that seeks to join the
ranks of Christ. for Satan wishes to rc-
cover the prey taken from his grasp. Evil
mcn will give themselves over to believe
strong delusions, that they may be
damned. These men will put on the gar-
ments of sincerity and deceive, if pos-
sible, the very elect. ... Testimonies, vol. 4,
595; see also Testimonies, vol. 5, 69-83;
The Great Controversy, 608.
"Satan is working to crowd himself

in everywhere. He would put asunder
very friends. There are men who are
ever talking and gossiping and bearing
false witness, who sow the seeds of
discord and engender strife. Heaven
looks upon this class as Satan's most
efficient servants. But the man who is
injured is in a far less dangerous posi-
tion than when fawned upon and ex-
tolled for a few of his efforts which
appear successful. The commendation
of apparent friends is more dangerous
than reproach." Ibid., vol. 4, 607.

Once again the prophet explains:
"The multitude of deceptions that will

prevail in these last days will encircle
you, and you will change leaders, and
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M en who stand in very responsible positions at
the heart of the work are asleep. Satan has

paralyzed them in order that his plans and devices
may not be discerned, while he is active to ensnare,
deceive, and destroy.

not know you have done so." Review
and Herald, December 16, 1890.
If we are not walking carefully every

day in God's way, we can change leaders
and not know we have done so. We will
not be capable of recognizing Satan as
our enemy. Inspiration reveals it to us
anew:

"They have to a great extent forgot-
ten his past record; and when he makes
another advance move, they will not rec-
ognize him as their enemy, that old ser-
pent, but they will consider him a friend,
one who is doing a good work." Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 294.
Once more the prophet warns us:
"The fear of the Lord is the begin-

ning of wisdom. Those who overcome as
Christ overcame will need to constantly
guard themselves against the temptations
of Satan. The appetite and passions
should be restrieted and under the con-
trol of enlightened conscience, that the
intellect may be unimpaired, the percep-
tive powers clear, so that the workings of
Satan and his snares may not be inter-
preted to be the providence of God.
Many desire the final reward and victory
which are to be given to overcomers, but
are not willing to endure toil, privation,
and denial of self, as did their Redeemer.
It is only through obedience and con-
tinual effort that we shall overcome as
Christ overcame." Ibid., vol. 3, 491.
"October 2, 1868, I was shown

the state of God's professed people.
Many of them were in great dark-
ness, yet seemed to be insensible of
their true condition. The sensibilities
of a large number seemed to be be-
numbed in regard to spiritual and
eternal things, while their minds
seemed all awake to their worldly
interests. Many were cherishing idols
in their hearts and were practicing
iniquity which separated them from
God and caused them to be bodies of
darkness. I saw but few who stood in
the light, having discernment and
spirituality to discover these stum-
bling blocks and remove them out of
the way. Men who stand in very re-
sponsible positions at the heart of
the work are asleep. Satan has para-
lyzed them in order that his plans
and devices may not be discerned,
while he is active to ensnare, de-
ceive, and destroy.

"Some who occupy the position of
watchmen to warn the people of danger
have given up their watch and recline at
ease. They are unfaithful sentinels. They

remain inactive, while their wily foe en-
ters the fort and works successfully by
their side to tear down what God has
commanded to be built up. They see that
Satan is deceiving the inexperienced and
unsuspecting; yet they take it all quietly,
as though they had no special interest, as
though these things did not concern them.
They apprehend no special danger; they

see no cause to raise an alarm. To them
everything seems to be going well, and
they see no necessity of raising the faith-
ful, trumpet notes of warning which they
hear borne by the plain Testimonies, to
show the people their transgressions and
the house of Israel their sins. These re-
proofs and warnings disturb the quiet of
these sleepy, ease-loving sentinels, and
they are not pleased. They say in heart, if
not in words: 'This is all uncalled for. It
is too severe. too harsh. These men are
unnecessarily disturbed and excited. and
seem unwilling to give us any rest or
quietude. "Ye take too much upon you,
seeing all the congregation are holy, ev-
ery one of them." Numbers 16:3. They
are not willing that we should have any
comfort, peace. or happiness. It is active
labor, toil, and unceasing vigilance alone
which will satisfy these unreasonable,
hard-to-be-suited watchmen. Why don't
they prophesy smooth things, and cry:
Peace, peace? Then everything would
move on smoothly. '

"'These are the true feelings ofmany ofour
people. And Satan exults at his success in
controlling the minds of so many who profess
to be Christians. He has deceived them, be-
numbed their sensibilities, and planted his
hellish banner right in their midst, and they are
socompletely deceived that they know not that
it is he." Ibid., vol. 2, 439-440.
"The reason why our preachers ac-

complish so little is that they do not walk
with God. He is a day's journey from
most of them." Ibid., vol. I, 434.

Without strong spiritual leadership,
the church cannot have on its armor, and
is unprepared for the last, great battle.

According to Revelation 12: 17, if
commandmentkeepers are the special tar-
gets of the dragon's wrath; if, while he
cannot read our thoughts, he is a close
observer and shrewd analyst of every-
thing about us (see Testimonies, vol. 2,
172); if he knows the points in our indi-
vidual characters that are most vulner-
able, then you and I must:

(I) Beware! "Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary, the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour." I Peter 5:8.
"The present activity of Satan in

working upon hearts, and upon churches
and nations, should startle every student
of prophecy." Testimonies, vol. 5, 537.

(2) Prepare! "Put on the whole
armour of God, that ye may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil."
Ephesians 6: II.

"Satan will, if possible, prevent them
from obtaining a preparation to stand in
that day. He will so arrange affairs as to
hedge up their way, entangle them with
earthly treasures, cause them to carry a

Sunday's Coming!
"The substitution of the

laws of men for the law of
God, the exaltation, by
merely human authority, of
Sunday in place of the Bible
Sabbath. is the last act in
the drama. When this sub-
stitution becomes universal, God will reveal
Himself." Testimonies, vol. 7, 141.

We are into the final scenes of a detailed
prophetic outline. Soon, very soon, we will
be asked-commanded-to disobey God.
Come with Ed Reid as he presents proof from
prophecy and current events-proof that
Sunday'S coming. Get your copy for only
$14.99.

Please see page 3 for
shipping and sales tax information.
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I f he [Satan] is a diligent student of the Bibleand well versed in its prophecies, then how
much more earnestly you and I should be
studying theWord!

heavy, wearisome burden, that their hearts
may be overcharged with the cares of
this life and the day of trial may come
upon them as a thief." The Great Con-
Trol'erS); 625-626.

1l1is then is a necessary subject to present.
Satan has oonlrOl of UlOse who are in the
L1adiee,"' condition. If our enemy has all of
his subjcctson eartJlunder his conlrOl, and "all
who arc not decided follower.; of Christ arc
servants of Satan" (Ibid., 508; see also
771Ol/ghTS From 77/e MOl/III ojBlessing, 94);
if, under his hypnotic spell, millions give

allegiance to his principles as "'god of this
world" (see TesTimonies, vol. 5, 192-193);
and if he has also at his command LU1COtmted
thousands of demons-one-third of the origi-
nal host of heaven-I..hen you and I need angel
reinforcements continually to guard us:

"Satan has control of all whom God
does not especially guard." The Great
Colltroversy, 589.

"Evil angels arc upon our track every
moment:' Testimonies, vol. I, 302.

"We carefully secure our houses with
bolts and locks to protect our property
and our lives from evil men; but we
seldom think of the evil angels who are
constantly seeking access to us, and
against whose attacks we have, in our
own strength, no method of defense. If
pennittcd, they can distract our minds,
disorder and torment our bodies, destroy
our possessions and our lives. Their only
delight is in misery and destruction. Fear-
ful is the condition of those who resist
the divine claims and yield to Satan's
temptations, until God gives them up to
the control of evil spirits. But those who
follow Christ are ever safe under His
watchcare. Angels that excel in strength
arc sent from heaven to protect them."
The GreaT ConTroversy, 517.

If Satan can forecast future events
with uncanny accuracy because he can
control the thoughts of all whose minds
are not controlled by the Holy Spirit (see
TeSTimonies TO Minis'ers, 79); if he [Sa-
tan] is a diligent student of the Bible and
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well versed in its prophecies (see Testi-
JIlon;es, vol. 9, 16; The Great Contro-
versy, 539; Tire Desire ojAges, 115), then
how much more earnestly you and I
should be studying the Word! "Here are
revealed the wiles of the tempter and the
means by which hc may be successfully
resisted." The Great COJ1lroversy. 530.

If one of Satan's chief delights is the
"dangerous" condition of God's professed
people on the "enchanted ground" of the
Laodicean condition (see Test;mon;es,
vol. 5, 454; Eorly WriTings, 120; The

Grea' COI//rolus)', 601), then God help
LIS, by every means at our command, to
get out of that condition quickly that all
might "recover themselves out of the
snare of the devil." 2 Timothy 2:26.

"While men arc sleeping, Satan is
actively arranging matters so that the
Lord's people may not have mercy or
justice." Test;mon;es. vol. 5, 452. Some
of us might be surprised to learn how he
uses even good, respectable, orthodox
church leaders and members as his agents.

There are other means besides those
we have mentioned that our adversary
employs. "5a1(m delights in waT."" The
Great 589. The "only de-
light" of evil angels ""is in misery and
destruclion:' Ibid., 517. "'Even now he is
at work. In accidents and calamities by
sea and by land, in great connagrations,
in fierce tornadoes and terrific hailstonns,
in tempests, noods, cyclones, tidal waves,
and earthquakes, in every place and in a
thousand fornls, Satan is exercising his
power:' Ibid., 589-590.

Moreover, besides delusions and
temptations, and the above disasters, there
are personal tragedies:

"The enemy will contend for the life
or the usefulness of the servants of God,
and will seek to mar their peace as long
as they remain in the world." Rev;ewand
Herald. April 10, 1894.

All this has not been a pleasant
picture to draw, or to look at. None
are going to say to me that they en-

joyed this message. The cry of "Fire!"
in the night to people who are sleep-
ing, the warning of unrealized or for·
golten danger that lurks to destroy, is
disturbing. However, dear friends, if
up to this point our contemplation of
the activities of the enemy has startled
us (and I hope it has), let me say that
we have not seen anything yet com-
pared to what is coming!

What is taking place in our world?
The New Age movement, the Christian
Coalition, the Religious Right and their
impact upon our senators and congress-
men, the Sunday laws hanging ominously
over the horizon, the rank liberalism and
worldliness running through some of our
beloved churchcs-all this tells us that
the devil has come down with great wrath
upon those who keep the commandments
of God, bclieve in the Spirit of Proph-
ecy, and have the faith and the power of
Jesus.

Our civilization and physical world
have come into a new and different cnl
through the splitting of the atom. In like
manner the intensity of the spiritual
struggle just before the remnant people
will increase in unbelievable proportions.

There must be an intensity as we
prepare for the final conflict, for the
devil's agencies are at work. Inspiration
speaks again:

"He has set all his agencies at work
that men may be deceived, deluded, oc-
cupied and entranced, until the day of
probation shall be ended, and the door of
mercy be forever shut." The Desire of
Ages. 636.

That means us, too. We may not be
deceived by false doclrines, but we can
be occupied with things rhat, in the
light of eternity, are of minor impor-
tance, Come whal may, "Satan will go
to the extent of his power to harass.
tcmpt, and mislead God's people." Tes-
timon;es, vol. I, 341.

Light Is Stronger Than Da"kness

The earnestness of this message to-
day has been in proportion to our peril
from the malignant power of our enemy.
The dark, stark peril has been prescnted
in warnings; but, against it the light of
God's promises is all the brighter.

In this last minute of time, as proba·
tion is about to close for the remnant
church and the world, let us arisc to the
occasion of this fateful hour and arm
ourselves. Paul counseled the Christians
in the Ephesus church:



You can obtain a copy of any of these six volumes for only $5.50 each, We
are sure you will agree that their importance and quality far exceed these low
prices. Please see page 3 for shipping and sales tax information.

The Great Controversy is the well-known description of the
long struggle between Christ and Satan-one that needs to
be shared with every soul on planet earth. It is the best
outreach volume for exposing the deceptive work of Satan.
The full text of The Great Controversy is contained in these
175 pages.

In the Beginning, Books One and Two,
contain the complete volume of Patri-
archs and Prophets. This inspired Bible
commentary covers from the inception of
sin in heaven and the creation of this earth
down through the reign of King David in
Jerusalem. 350 pages.

These six volumes are especially illustrated and designed for gifts or for sale
to those not of our faith, as well as for making excellent additions to Adventist
libraries. They have very attractive, high-gloss, full-color covers, and are
liberally supplied with full-color illustrations throughout. These are books that
Seventh-day Adventists can proudly share. Each paperback book is 8 by
10112 inches.

Pathways to Health and Happiness is
the complete book of the Ministry ofHealing. Christ, the p.lilaAm!
true medical missionary, is held up as our Example in how
to minister to the rich as welJ as to the outcasts of society.
Instruction is given in the principles of healthful living, as
well as in the use of the simple remedies. Strong emphasis
is given to the social, religious, and physical health of all
members of the family. 175 pages.

fltbractive outreach tools from

family Heritage 1300ks

The Desire of Ages, Books One and Two,
gives the well-known and beloved account
of the earthly life of our Saviour, placed in
what is probably the most beautiful fonn
ever. Along with the moving description of
the gospel in the flesh, these books share
the doctrines of our faith. 384 pages.

"'Finally, my brethrel\ be strong in
the Lord, and in the power of his might.
Put on the whole 3rl110ur of God, thm ye
may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil." Ephesians 6: 10-11.

Lct us give our will t.o Jesus cvery
day, for our salvation depends upon it.
Sec Sleps 10 Chrisl, 34, 39, 47. Study
and pray. Walk through each day in the
attitudc of prayer, communing with our
Heavenly Father.
The rcason so many of us fail is that

Jesus is not our close, dear Companion.
Listen to God speak to us through Inspi-
ration:

"The Word of the living God is not
merely written, but spoken. The Bible is
God's voice speaking to uS,juSl as surely
as though we could hear it with our ears.
If we realized this, with what awe would
we open God's Word, and with what
camestneS$ would we search its precepts!
The reading and contemplation of the
Scriptures would be regarded as an audi-
ence with the Infinite Onc.

"When Satan presses his suggestions
upon our minds, wc may, if we chcrish a
'Thus saith thc Lord,' be drawn into the
secret pavilion of the Most High.

"Many f,lil of imitaling our Holy Pat-
tern because they study so little the defi-
nite features of that character. So many
are full of busy plans, always active; and
there is no time or place for the precious
Jesus to be a close, dear Companion.
They do not refer every thought and
action to Him, inquiring: 'Is this the way
of the Lord?' If they did they would
walk with God, as did Enoch." Tes/ilno-
"ies, vol. 6, 393.

"Christ and His righteousness-let this
be our platform, the very life of our faith."
Review nne! Herald, August 31, 1905.

"Therefore thus will I do unto thee,
o Israel: and because I will do this unto
thee, prepare lO meet thy God, a IsraeL"
Amos 4: 12.

It is time-way past. time-for every
Adventist to stand up with

the full armor on, ready for "that great
day of God Almighty." Revelation 16: 14.

Quicker tllfln a lightning flash, He
will come. "God is our refuge and
strcngth, a very present help in trouble."
Psalm 46: I. All the powers of evil can-
not conquer that soul who relies upon
the sufficient grace of Jesus for victory.
Stronger is He than the "strong man
armed." Luke 11:21. "Greater is he that
is in you, than he that is in the world."
1 John 4:4. Gael help us to know and
recognize thc enemy, and defeat him. 0
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I MAGI E yourself living in Okla-
homa, and a special report rings out
over the radio airwaves that a vio-

lent tornado is in your vicinity. The
sky is dark and the winds are fierce.
You look out and notice that you are in
the direct path of the tornado! What
will you do? You have to do some-
thing! You have to do it immediately!
Do you have a designated place to go?

Where are your children? Do you have
a survival kit?

The Bible says, .•A prudent man
foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself;
but the simple pass on, and are pun-
ished." Proverbs 27: 12. A storm is com-
ing! "Prepared or unprepared, we must
all meet it." Sketches frolll the Life of
Paul, 252. Do we have our spiritual
survival kits? Do we know how to avail

ourselves of divine protection in the com-
ing hour of crisis? In this article we will
look at our defense in the approaching
stann.

When we speak about the "time of
trouble." we are really referring to two
different times. There is the shon (or
little) time of trouble, which is followed
by the close of probation, which is then
followed by the great time of trouble.
The saints will suffer during both

times. While there will be many martyrs
during the short time of trouble, there
will be none during the great time of
trouble. This almost sounds like a con-
tradiction, except when we remember
that martyrdom, during the time when
probation still lingers, will be like seed
cast out into the world to convince the
unrepentant to make peace with God.
However, the death of the righteous would
serve no purpose after the close of pro-
bationary time. Therefore, God prevents
them from seeing death.

Study in the Word

Between now and the linle time of
trouble, which commences with the pas-
sage of the Sunday laws, we should spend
much time in the study of the Scriptures
and the Spirit of Prophecy. My favorite
Spirit of Prophecy books are Tile Great
Controversy and The Desire of Ages.
These two volumes contain a wealth of
information about what is coming, and
the kind of life we need to be living to
meet it. 1 recommend the reading or
rereading of these books.

We are especially encouraged to study
the prophecies of Daniel and the Revela-
tion. "To John the Lord opened the sub-
jects that He saw would be needed by
His people in the last days. The instruc-
tion that He gave is found in the book of
Revelation. Those who would be co-
workers with our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ will show a deep interest in the
truths found in this book. With pen and
voice they will strive to make plain the
wonderful things that Christ came from
heaven to reveal." Testimonies, vol. 8,
301; see Revelation 1:1-3.

"The solemn messages that have
been given in their order in the Revela-
tion are to occupy the first place in the
minds of God's people. Nothing else is
to be allowed to engross our atten-
tion." Ibid., 302.

The Lord's servant wrote, ""The people
of God need to study what characters
they must form in order to pass through
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W hen the Sunday laws come, it will be our
last chance to leave the larger cities for

smaller towns and villages, preparatory to taking
our flight to solitary places in the country.

the testing and proving of the last days.
Men are living in spiritual weakness and
backsliding. They know not what they
believe. Let us read and study the twelfth
chapter of Daniel. It is a warning that we
shall all need to understand before the
time of the end." Manuscript Releases,
vol. 15, 228.

Then, of course, we should be spend-
ing a thoughtful hour each day contem-
plating the life of Christ. As we head
into these troublous times we need the
patience, longsuffering, temperance, love,
and courage of Jesus. By faithfully com-
muning with our Maker with the attitude
of following and obeying, we will pro-
gressively become like Him. Then, and
only then, can we truly be prepared to
honor Him in these last days.

Disposing of Property

We need to be prepared to move quickly
if we are still living in the cities. When the
Sunday laws come, it will be our last chance
to leave the larger cities for smaller towns
and villages, preparatory to taking our flight
to solitary places in the country. The Lord's
servant wrote, "'It is no time now for God's
people to be fixing their affections or
laying up their treasure in the world. The
time is not far distant, when, like the early
disciples, we shall be forced to seek a
refuge in desolate and solitary places. As
the siege of Jerusalem by the Roman
armies was the signal for flight to the
Judean Christians, so the assumption of
power on the part of our nation in the
decree enforcing the papal sabbath will be
a warning to us. It will then be time to leave
the large cities, preparatory to leaving the
smaller ones for retired homes in secluded
places among the mountains. And now,
instead of seeking expensive dwellings
here, we should be preparing to move to a
better country, even a heavenly." Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 464-465.
Of course, when we move to the

country in the last days, we are not to be
building expensive dwellings there ei-
ther. "We are about to move to a better
country, even a heavenly. Then let us not
be dwellers upon the earth, but be get-
ling fhings into as compact a compass
as possible." Ibid., 152. This suggests
that these places will be very simple, and
perhaps smaller than what we are likely
accustomed to now.

My wife and I recently bought a
small, remote piece of land, and a
singlewide trailer which needed some
fixing. We planted our fruit trees this

fall, and prepared our grow boxes for
spring planting. Our prayer is that our
blessed Lord will return before we re-
ceive any fruit on the trees. Consequently,
we also plan to plant a "poor man's
orchard"-many berry bushes.

Some have often asked about when
they should dispose of their property?
Sister White wrote, "Houses and lands

will be of no use to the saints in the time
of trouble, for they will then have to flee
before infuriated mobs," and then "their
possessions cannot be disposed of to
advance the cause of present truth. I
was shown that it is the will of God that
the saints should cut loose from every
encumbrance before the time of trouble
comes, and make a covenant with God
through sacrifice. If they have their prop-
erty on the altar and earnestly inquire of
God for duty, He will teach them when to
dispose of these things. Then they will
be free in the time of trouble and have no
clogs to weigh them down.

"I saw that if any held on to their
property and did not inquire of the
Lord as to their duty, He would not
make duty known, and they would be
permitted to keep their property, and in
the time of trouble it would come up
before them like a mountain to crush
them, and they would try to dispose of
it, but would not be able. I heard some
mourn like this: 'The cause was lan-
guishing, God's people were starving
for the truth, and we made no effort to
supply the lack; now our property is
useless. Oh, that we had let it go, and
laid up treasure in heaven!' I saw that
a sacrifice did not increase, but it de-
creased and was consumed. I also saw
that God had not required all of His
people to dispose of their property at
the same time; but if they desired to be
taught, He would teach them, in a time
of need, when to sell and how much to
sell." Early Writings, 56-57. (Em-
phasis in original.)

Of course, the time will come when
we will have to flee to a place in the
mountains that our Lord has prepared for
us, as He had prepared Brook Cherith
for Elijah. When we must leave our gar-
dens behind, the Lord promises, "He
shall dwell on high: his place of defence
shall be the munitions of rocks: bread
shall be given him; his waters shall be

sure." Isaiah 33:16. We will also find
encouragement with the words of Psalm
91. As refugees of faith we would do
well to memorize it.

Having a Sound Body

We are not able to disregard the subject
of health in these last days. The Lord's
servant wrote, "We need not say: The perils
of the last days are soon to come upon us.
Already they have come. We need now the
sword of the Lord to cut to the very soul and
marrow of flesWy lusts, appetites, and pas-
sions." Testimonies, vol. 8, 315.

What comes with a healthy body is not
only physical stamina and endurance, but
mental clarity, clear judgment, alertness,
and courage. The simple diet given to our
fIrst parents, that was practiced by John the
Baptist, and that is emphasized for the
remnant church, is not simply a nice alterna-
tive, but a necessary part of our preparation
for these last days.

We are living in the time of earth's
harvest, and the Bible says, "Whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall he also reap.
For he that soweth to his flesh shall of
the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting." Galatians 6:7-8. If
we sow bad health habits we will reap
sluggishness, depression, and disease.

Of course, having a sound body
means more than what we put on our
plate. It includes all the eight laws of
health, namely, trust in God and His
Word, fresh air, rest, sunlight, water,
exercise, nutrition, and temperance.

Continued on 39
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Disease and Its Causes
Part 4

by Ellen G. White

CHILDRE in Ihis age are suffer-
ing, with their parents. morc or
less. the penalty of the violation

of the laws of health. The course gener-
ally purslied with them, from their infan-
c)'. is in continual opposition to the laws
of their being. They were compelled to
receive a miserable inheritance of dis-
ease and debility, before their birth, oe-
casioned by the wrong habits of their
parents, which will affect them in a great-
er or less degree through life. This bad
stale of things is made every way worse
by parents continuing to follow a wrong
course in the physical training of their
childrcn during their childhood.

Parents manifest astonishing ignorance,
and rcckkssncss, in regard to

the physical health of Iheir children, which
often results in destroying the little vitality
left the abused infant, and consigns it to an
early grave. YOll will frequently hear par-
ents mourning ovcr the providence of God,
which has tom their children from their
embmce. Our Hcavenly Father is too wise
to err, and too good to do us wrong. He has
no delight in seeing His creatures suffer.

have been ruined for life be-
cause parcl1ls not acted in accordance
witll the laws of health. They have moved
from impulse, instead of following lhe
dictates of sound judgment, constantly hav-
ing in view the future wcll-being of their
children.

The first great object to be attained in
the training of children is soundness of
constitution, which will prepare the way in
a great measure for mental and moral
tmining. Physical and moral health are
closely united. What an enonnous wcight
of respon!:libilily r ts upon parents when
we consider that the course pursued by
them before the birth of their children has
very much to do wilh the development of
lheir character afkr their birth!

Many children arc left to come up with
Icss attention from their parents than a
good fan11er devotes to his dumb animals.
Fathers, especially, are often guilty of
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The
MetliCtlI
Missiontll'lJ
Comer

"Christ stands before us as the pattern Man,
the great Medical Missionary-an Example

for all who should come after,"
Loma Linda Messages, 61.

manifesting less care for wife and children
than that shown to their callie. A merciful
fanner will take time to devote especial
thought as to the best manner of managing
his stock, and will be particular that his
valuable horses shall not be overworked,
overfed, or fed when healed, lest tlley be
ruined. He will take tillle to care for his
stock, lest Ihey be injured by negleel, expo-
sure, or any improper treatment. and his
increasing young stock deprcciatc in value.
He will observe regular periods for their
eating, and will know the amount of work
they can perf0n11 wilhout injuring them. In
order to accomplish this, he will provide
them only the most healthful food, in proper
quantities, and stated periods. By thus
following the dictates of reason, fanners
arc successful in preserving the strength of
their beasts. If the interest of every father,
for his wife and children, corresponded to
that care manifested for his cattle, in that
degree tllat their lives are more valuable
than the dumb animals. there would be an
entire reformation in every family, and hu-
man misery be far less.

Great care should be manifested by P'''-
ents in providing the most healthful articles
of tOod fOrlhemselves and fOrlheir children.
And in no case should they place before tlleir
children food which their reason leaches
them is not conducive to health. but which
would fever the system, and derange 111C
digestive organs. Parcnts do not study from
cause to effect in regard to lheir children, as
in lhe case of their dumb anim<lls, and do not
rcason that to overwork, to cat after violent
exercise and when mLich exhausted and

heated, will injure the health of human
beings, as well as the health of dumb
animals, and will lay the foundation for a
broken constitution in man, as well as in
the beast';.

Lf of children eat frequently,
irregularly, and in too great qUimtities,
even of Ihe most healthful food. it will
injure the constitution; but in addition to
this, if the food is of an improper quality,
and prepared with grease and indigestible
spices, the result will be far more injurious.

will bcseverely taxed.
and exhausted n<Hure will be left a poor
chance to rest and recover strcnglh, and the
vilal organs will soon become impaired,
and break down. If carc (lnd regularity Me
considered needful for dumb animals, they
are as much more essential for human
beings, fonned in the imuge of their Maker,
as they are of more valuc than the dumb
creation.

The father, in many cases, exercises
less rcason, and has Icss CHre, for his wife,
and t.heir oflspring its birth, than he
manifests for his cattle with young. The
mother, in many cases, prcvious to tlle birth
of her children, is pcnniltcd to toil early
and late, heating ht.:r blood. while prepar-
ing various unhealthful dishes of food to
suit the perverted taste of the family and of
visitors. Her strength should have been
tenderly cherished. A preparation ofhe.1Ith-
ful food would have required but about
onc-halflhe expense and labor, and would
have been far more nourishing.

The mother, before the birth of her
children, is often permittcd to labor be-
yond her strength. Hcr burdens and cares
are seldom lessened. and lhat period.
which should to her, of all others, a
time of rest, is one of fatigue, sadness,
and gloom. By too great exertion on her
part, she deprives her offspring of that
nutrition which nature has provided for
it. and by heating her blood. she imparts
to it a bad qualit)' of blood. The off-
spring is robbed of its vitality, robbed of
physical and mental strength. The father
should sludy how to make Ihe mOlher
happy. He should not allow himself 10
come to his homc wilh a clouded brow.
If he is perplexed in business, he should
not, unless it is actually necessary to
counsel with his wife, trouble her with
such matters. She has cares ancl trials of



her own to bear, and she should be ten-
derly spared every burden.

.July 18, 1899

The mOlher too often meets with cold
reserve from the father. If everything does
not move ofT just ( pleasantly as he could
wish, he blamcs the wife and mother, and is
indiOercnt to her cares and daily trials. Men
who do this arc working djrcctly against
their own interest and happincs.c;. The moth-
er becoll1es discouraged. Hope and cheer-
fuln depart from her. She goes about her
work mechanically. knowing that it must be
done, and this soon results in a loss of both
physical and menIal health. C1tildren arc
hom to Ihem suffering with various discas-
c...-;. and God holds the p,uents accountable
in a great degree; for it was their wrong
habit" umt fastened upon their unborn chil-
dren the disease under which they arc
cOIl1JX:lled to suffer all through their lives.
SOl11e live but a short time with their load of
dcbility. 111C mother anxiously watches over
the life of her child, and is weighed down
with sorrow when she is compelled to close
its eyes in death; and she often regards God
as the author or all this affliction, when in
reality the parenls arc the murderers of their
own child.

The father should bear in mind that the
treatmenl of his wife before UlC birth of his
offspring will materially affect the disposi-
tion of the mother during that period, and
will have much to do WiUl the character
developed by d,e child aftcr its birth. Many
fmhers have becn so anxious to obtain
property quickly that higher considcrations
have been sacriliccd; some havc been crim-
inally ncglectful of the mother and hl;r
offspring, and too frequently the life of both
has Ix..::n sacrificed 10 the strong desire to
accumulate wealth. Many do not immedi-
ately suffer the hc<lvy penally for their
wrongdoing. and arc asleep as to the result
of their course. The condition of the wife is
sometimes no better than that of a slave; and
sometimes she is equally guilty with her
husband, or squandering physical strength
to obtain to live fashionably. It isa sin
for such to have children; for their offspring
will ortcn be ddicient in physical, mental,
and moral worth. and will bear the misera-
ble, close, selfish impress of their parents,
and the world will lx: cursed with their
meanness.

It is the duty of mell and womell to act
with reason in regard to their labor. They
should 1101 cxhaust their encrgies unneces-
sarily; for by doing this, they not only bring
suffering upon thcmselves, but, by their

errors. bring anxiety, wearincss, and suf-
fering Upoll those they love. What calls for
such an mnount oflabor?-lntempcrance in
eating and in drinking. and the desire for
wealth, have led to this intemperance in
labor. If the appetite is controlled, and only
hcalthful food is eaten, there will be so great
a saving of expense that men and women
will not be compelled 10 labor beyond their
strength, and thus violale the laws of health.
The desire of men and women to accul11u-
lat.: properly is not sinful if in their efforts to
altain their objecl thcy do nOI forget God,
and transgress the last six precepts of Jeho-
vah. which dictate the duty of man to his
fellow man, and so place themselves in a
position when:: it is il11JX>SSible for them to
glorify God in their bodies and spirits.
which arc His. If, in their haste to be rich.
they ovcr1ax their energies, and violate the
laws of their being, they place themselves in
a condition where they cannot render to
God perfect service, and are thercfore pur-
suing a course ofsin. Property thus obt<:lined
is gained at an immense sacrifice.

Hard labor and anxiolls care oftcl1111ake
the father nervous, impatient, and exacting.
He docs not notice the tired look of his wire,
who has labored with her feeble strength
just as hard as he has labored with his
stronger energies. He suffers himself to be
hurried with business, and through his anxi-
ety to be rich, loses in a great measure the
sense of his obligation to his family, and
does not measure aright his wife's power of
endurance. He oflen enlarges his fanll,
requiring an increase of hired help, which
necessarily increases the housework. The
wife realizes every day that she is doing too
much work for her strengtll, yet she toils on,
thinking the work must be done. She is
continually reaching down into tlle future,
drawing upon her future resources of
strength. and is living upon borrowed capi-
lal; and at Ule period when she needs that
strength, it is not at her command, and if shc
docs not lru:;c her life, her constitution is
broken past recovery.

If the father would lx:come acquainled
with law, he would better under·
stand his obligations and his responsibili-
tics. He would see that he had been guilty of
almost murdering his children, by suffering
so many burdens to come upon the mother,
compelling her to labor beyond her strengtJl
before their birth, in order to obtain money
to leave for them. They nurse Ihese chil-
dren through their suffering life, and often
lay them prematurely in the grave, little
realizing that their wrong course has brought
tJ1C sure result. How much better to shicld
the mother of his children from wearing

labor and mcntal anxiety, and let the chil-
dren inherit good constitution, find give
them an opportunity to battle their way
through life, not relying upon their father's
property, but upon their own energetic
strength! The experience thus obt3ined
wouId be of more worth to them tJlan
houses and lands purchased at the expense
of Ihe health of mother and children.

It seems perfectly natural for some mcn
to be morose, selfish, exacting, and over-
bearing. They have never learned the lesson
of self-control, and will not restrain thcir
unreasonable feelings, let the consequences
be what they may. Such men will be repaid
by seeing their companions sickly and dispir-
ited, and their children bearing tJle peculiar-
ities of their own disagreeable traib of
chamctcr.

II is the duty of every married couple
studiously to avoid marring the feelings of
each olher. They should control every look
of frelfulncss and passion. They should
study each other's happiness in small mat-
tcrs as well as in large, t11<U1jfcsting a tender
thoughtfulness in acknowledging kind acts
and little c01ll1esies. These small things
should not be neglccted; for they arc just as
important to the happincss or man and wife,
as food is to sustain physical strength. The
father should ellcourage the wife and moth-
er to lean upon his large affection. Kind,
cheerful, encouraging words from him to
whom she has entrusted her life·happines.5
will be more beneficial 10 her than any
medicine; and the cheerful rays of light that
such sympathizing words will bring to the
hc.:1.rt of the wife and motJler, will reflect
their own cheering beams upon the hean of
the ralher.

11le husband will frcquel1llysee his wife
careworn and debilitaled, growing prema-
turely old, in laboring to prepare food to suit
his vitiated tastc. He gratifies the appetite,
and will eat and drink those things which
cost much time and labor to preparc for the
table, and which h.:lVe a tendency 10 make
Ihose who partake of thesc unhcalthful
things and irritable. TIle wife and
mother is seldom free from headache, the
children suffer from the effects of eating
unwholesome food, and there is a great lack
of palience and affection with parents and
children. All are sufferers together; for
healdl has been sacrificed 10 IUSlful appetile.
The offspring, before ilS birth, has had
transmitted to il disease and an unhealthy
appetite. The irritabililY, and
despondency manifested by the mother will
mark the characler of her child. 0

Review alld Herald, July II, 18, 1899
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B ECAUSE sentence against an evil
work is not executed speedily,
therefore the heart of the sons of

men is fully set in them to do evil."
Ecclesiastes 8: II.

Century after century of transgres-
sion has swept over our world, and al-
though God has given examples of what
will overtake those who do evil, and has
sent warnings and reproofs and entreat-
ies to mankind, yet, because His for-
bearance has lengthened the opportuni-
ties and probation of sinners, and He
has not executed His sentence of con-
demnation, they have presumed upon His
mercy, and have walked after the imagi-
nation of their own hearts. They have

not regarded the counsels of God, nor
given heed to His reproofs. They have
said, "How doth God know? and is there
knowledge in the Most High?" They have
acted as if the Creator of the heavens
and the earth had no power to behold
their ways, no law to govern His crea-
tures, and no regard for justice and right-
eousness.
If those who contemplate the com-

mittal of crime were positive that they
would be speedily detected and pun-
ished, fear of exposure, disgrace, and
suffering would restrain them from
outbreaking and revolting deeds; but the
tempter has led men to believe that they
may cover the knowledge of their guilt

from the eyes of God and man. How
diligently the guilty one seeks to dis-
guise his real character! He assumes the
appearance of innocence and guileless-
ness. Every avenue that might lead to
the discovery of his sin is carefully
guarded. Transgressors make their paths
in secrecy and darkness. They hate the
light, and will not come to the light.
because their deeds are evil. They are
under the constant necessity of devising
means to hide the defilement of their
souls. and they may succeed in escaping
detection among men; but they have no
device that will shield them from the
gaze of the all-seeing eye of the Eternal
One. The Word of Truth declares, "There
is nothing covered, that shall not be
revealed; and hid, that shall not be
known." Matthew 10:26.
This spirit of deception in evildoers

is the spirit of their father, the devil.
Even in heaven, before the light and
glory of God, Satan thought to hide his
secret thoughts and rebellious counsels.
He employed such consummate wisdom
in covering his real character and aims
that legions of the angels of heaven
were deceived, and they fell from their
loyalty to the God of the universe to
serve the prince of darkness. The same
art of deception is displayed by those
who partake of the enmity of Satan, and
follow in his course of rebellion against
the commandments of God. To cover the
enormity of sin with the garment of light
and innocence, has been the practice of
the evil one from the beginning. Thus it
is that he has been successful in alluring
souls to transgression and destruction.

There are many who profess the name
of Christ whose hearts are not engaged
in His service. They have simply arrayed
themselves in a profession of godliness,
and by this very act they have made
greater their condemnation. and have be-
come more deceptive and more success-
ful agents of Satan in the ruin of souls.
Those who profess to be keeping the
commandments of God are not all loyal
servants of Heaven. They honor God
with their lips. but their hearts are far
from Him. Do they think that they can
hide their ways from Him who tries the
secret thoughts of the heart and searches
the motive of every word and action?

Let no one seek to excuse himself
from taking these words to heart, on the
plea that he is not guilty of outbreaking
sin. Have you not been guilty of com-
mitting sins which, in your finite judg-
ment, you regarded as of little conse---------1 Ellen G. Whitel-------

36 Our Firm Foundation January 1997



Calvary stands as a memorial of the amazing
sacrifice required as a propitiation for the

transgression of the divine law. Let us not
esteem sin as a trivial thing.

quence? Says the Inspired Word, "Fol-
low peace with all men, and holiness.
without which no man shall see the
Lord:' Hebrews 12: 14. There is need of
every soul humbling himself before God,
and seeking for the righteousness of
Christ. The least regard for iniquity cher-
ished in the heart will sever us from the
communion and help of Heaven. When
we seek God with all the heart, then His
promise is, "I will be found of you."
Jeremiah 29: 14.

"The wages of sin is death." Romans
6:23. Sin, however small it may be es-
teemed, can be persisted in only at the
cost of eternal life. What is not over-
come will overcome us, and work out our
destruction. We must wash our robes of
character in the blood of the Lamb until
they are white and stainless.

Adam and Eve persuaded themselves
that in so small a matter as eating of the
forbidden fruit, there could not result
such terrible consequences as God had
declared. But this small maner was sin,
the transgression of God's immutable and
holy law, and it opened the floodgates of
death and untold woe upon OUT world.
Age after age there has gone up from
our earth a continual cry of mourning,
and the whole creation groaneth and
travaileth together in pain as a conse-
quence of man's disobedience. Heaven
itself has fclt the effects of his rebellion
against God. Calvary stands as a memo-
rial of the amazing sacrifice required as a
propitiation for the transgression of the
divine law. Let us not esteem sin as a
trivial thing. Are not the hands and feet
and side of the Son of the infinite God,
to bear an eternal testimony before the
universe of its untold malignity and curse?

Oh, that a right impression might be
made upon the minds of young and old
in regard to the exceeding sinfulness of
sin! Oh, that all might have a just real-
ization of its offensiveness to God, and
its injury to mankind! The Word of Truth
declares, "Be sure your sin will find you
Ollt." Numbers 32:23. The real charac-
ter of every act of your life will be
made known. It may be even in this life
that through the providence of God,
some unexpected circumstance will un-
cover your secret deeds of evil; but
should you succeed in hiding your real
character from the eyes of men, there is
an inevitable day of exposure reserved
for every soul who does not repent of
his sins and forsake all evil through the
strength of Christ, who has died that we
might live. The Scriptures declare, "God

shall bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether it be
good, or whether it be evil." Ecclesiastes
12: 14. There is not a shadow of doubt
about this matter. All sin that has not
been repented of and forsaken, will not
be pardoned and blotted out of the books
of record, but will stand to witness
against the sinner in the day of God.

He may have committed his evil
deeds in the light of day or in the
darkness of night; but they were
opened and manifest before Him with
whom we have to do. Angels of God
witnessed their sin, and registered it in
the unerring records. Men who do not
repent will not fail to receive according
to their works. Sin may be concealed,
denied, covered up from father, mother,
wife, children, and associates. No one
but the guilty actors may cherish the
least suspicion of the wrong; but it is
laid bare before the intelligences of
hea ven. The darkness of the darkest
night, the secrecy of all deceptive arts,
is not sufficient to veil one thought
from the knowledge of the Eternal.
David had some appreciation of this
fact when he exclaimed, "Whither shall
I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I
flee from thy presence? If I ascend up
into heaven, thou art there: if I make
my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.
... If r say, Surely the darkness shall
cover me; even the night shall be light
about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not
from thee; but the night shincth as the
day: the darkness and the light are
both alike to thee." Psalm 139:7-8,
11-12.
The Lord beheld Adam and Eve as

they took of the forbidden tree, in their
guilt they fled from His presence, and
"hid themselves" (Genesis 3:8), but God
saw them; they could not cover their
shame from His eyes. When Cain slew
his brother, he thought to hide his crime
by denial of his deed; but the Lord said,
"The voice of thy brother's blood crieth

unto me from the ground." Genesis 4: 10.
The sins of the inhabitants of the world
before the flood, were noted and regis-
tered in heaven; and because they did
not repent at the preaching of Noah,
they were visited with destruction. God
saw the corruptions of licentious Sodom,
and, after hurrying Lot and his family
from its borders, He rained fire upon the

city, and it was turned to ashes, making
it "an ensample unto those that after
should live ungodly." 2 Peter 2:6. When
the world's Redeemer walked among
men, bearing insult, reproach, and scorn,
the Father beheld each indignity. Every
word of mockery, every sneer, every act
of contumely [contempt] and hate, was
marked in the books of remembrance.
The Jewish nation suffered terrible judg-
ments, because they rejected the Lord
from heaven; but their deeds were not
fully requited. Those who mocked and
crucified the Son of God will come forth
from their graves, and the deeds done in
secrecy and darkness, as well as those
done in the light of day, will be pre-
sented before them as they appear be-
fore the infinite Father. Every transgres-
sion will receive its just recompense of
reward in the day of final retribution.

All sin uorepented of and uncon-
fessed, will remain upon the books of
record. It will not be blotted out, it will
not go beforehand to Judgment, to be
canccled by the atoning blood of Jesus.
The accumulated sins of every individual
will be written with absolute accuracy,
and the penetrating light of God's law
will try every secret of darkness. In
proportion to the light, to the opportu-
nities, and the knowledge of God's
claims upon them, will be the condem-
nation of the rejecters of God's mercy.

The day of fmal settlements is just
before us. In that solemn and awful hour
the unfaithfulness of the husband will be
opened to the wife, and the unfaithful-
ness of the wife, to the husband. Parents
will then learn, for the first time, what
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The Sanctuary
by James White

M en may be deceived by those who are
corrupt in heart, but God pierces all

disguises and reads the inner life. The moral
worth of every soul is weighed in the balance of
the heavenly Sanctuary,

and before men and angels. It is not an
evidence of tme humility Ulat you go with
YOllr head bowed down, and your heart
filled with thoughts of self. It is your privi-
legc 10 go to Jesus and be cleansed, and to
stand before the law wiUlOut shame and
remorse. ·'There is thercfore IlOW no con-
demnation to them which arc in Christ
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit:' Romans 8: I. While we should
not think of ourselves more highly than we
ought, (he Word ofGod does not condelllll
a proper self-respect. As sonS and daugh-
ters of God, we should have a conscious
dignity of characler, in which pride and
importancc have no pan.

Let faith lay hold on the promises of
God. Jesus is mighty to save His peopk'
from their sin:-.. Light from Heaven
illumined our pathway. Sin has been Tl'-
vcaled to us by the Word and the Spirit
of Truth, that we may not be found
transgressors of lhe divine precepts; and
there is no opportunity to plead the ex-
cuse of ignorance. The comllland is,
·'Depart from iniquity." 2 Timothy 2: 19.
We must urge the principles of truth
upon old and young. We Illust reach a
higher plane. We must hunger and thirst
after righteousness. Let the cry go up to
God for wisdom, for light, for divine
power. "Ask, and it shall be given you'"
Luke II :9. We arc in the perils of the
last days. The Judgment is before LIS.
and how shall we appear who have had
light from the heavenly Sanctuary, un-
less we "cleanst; ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit:' and
perfect "holiness in the fear of God?"
2 Corinthians 7: I. 0

Review and Herald, March 27, 1888

even the best of men; but if they are not
cherished, if they are repulsed as hateful.
the soul is not contaminated with guilt,
and no other is defiled by their influ-
ence. Oh, that we each might become a
savor of life unto life to those around
us!

There is great nced of a deeper ap·
preeiation of the holy tmth of God. If all
had a realization of the solemnity and
weight of the message. many sins that

The doctrine of the sanctuary is one of the most
unique doctrines of Seventh-day Adventism. The Sanc-
tuary is a very thorough and inspiring presentation on the
subject of the heavenly sanctuary, including our High
Priest and His ministry therein. This 68-page book is a
reprint of a series on this subject by James White which
appeared originally in the Review and Herald from July 15
through September 8, 1863.
Would you like to gain a more thorough knowledge of this impor-

tant doctrine? Order a copy for yourself and one for a friend today-
for only $3.00 each. Please see page 3 for shipping and saies tax
information.

are now carelessly commilled would
cease from among us. Is there not too
often the common thought and commu-
nication mingled with the sacred themes
of truth? Wherever this is done, the
standard is lowered. Your example leads
others to regard the truth lightly, and
this is one of the greatest sins in the
sight of God.

It is the privilege of everyone to so live
that God will approve 'Old bless him. You
may be hourly in communion with
it is not the will ofyour Heavenly Fatherthat
you should ever be under condemnation

darkness. It is not pleasing to God that
you should demerit yourself. You should
cultivate self-respect by living so that you
will be approved by your own conscience,

was the real character of their childrcn,
and children will see the errors and
takes that marked the lives of their par-
ents. The man who robbed his neighbor
through false representations, is not to
escape with his ill·gotten gains. God has
an exact record in His books. of every
unjust account and every un[;'lir dealing.
The secret doings of the licentious man
arc all known 10 God. God is not de-
ceived by appearances of piety. He makes

no mistake in His estimation of charac-
ter. Men may be deceived by those who
arc COTTupt in heart, but God pierces all
disguises and reads the inner life. The
moral worth of every soul is weighed in
the balance or the heavenly Sanctuary.
Shall not these solemn thoughts have an
intluence upon us, thut we may cease to
do evil, and learn to do well? There is
nothing gained by a life of sin but hope-
less despair.

The Bible presents the law of God as
a perfect standard by which to shape the
life and character. The only perfect ex-
ample of obedience to its precepts, is
found in the Son of God, the Saviour of
lost mankind. There is no stain of
unrighteousness upon Him, and we arc
bidden to follow in His steps. We have
the instructions and admonitions, the in-
vitations Hnd promises, of the Word of
God, and shall we imperil our souls by
departing one jot or tittle from the divine
law? God says to each one of us, "'I
know thy works."

We sustain a most solemn relation
one [0 another. OUT influence is always
either for or against the salvation of
souls. We arc either gathering with Christ
or scattering abroad. We should walk
humbly, and make straight paths, lest we
tum others out of the right way. We
should the strictest chastity in
thought. and word, and deportment. Let
us remember that God sets our secret
sins in the light of His countenance.
There are thoughts and feelings sug-
geslCd and aroused by Satan that annoy
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Exhaustive
Concordance of the Bihle

Qh, that we may glorify God in all that we
do-whether we eat, drink, or whatsoever

we do! Oh, that we may learn to use words that
will win hearts and convince them of the truths
for these last days!

THE BIBLE

Nf\Wm " ' .....
. • Mm. r;' I/","I/UI.'t.

o F

STRONG'S
EXHAUSTIVE

CONCORDANCE

In summary, we should do all we can
to meet people. Time is running out.
Yet, we must learn to drop words of
kindness. and to direct our conversa-
tions to heavenly things. 011, that we
might sec our great need to study the
Word every day! Oh, that we may lay all
our possessions at the feet of Jesus!

Oh, Ihal we may glorify God in all that
we do-whether we eat, drink, or what-
soever we do! Oh, thaI we may leam to
lise words that will win hearts and con-
vince them of the truths for these last
days!

In Ollr next article we will discuss
how we should react to the Sunday laws.
Maranatha-the Lord is coming! 0

ourselves in opposition to the civil au-
thorities.... We should weed out from our
writings and utterances every expression
that, taken by itself, could be so misrepre-
sented as to make it appear antagonistic to
law and order.... Let all beware lest by
reckless expressions they bring on a time
of trouble before the greal crisis which is

to try men"s souls." Testimonies, vol. 6,
394-395.

"Agree with everyone on every sub-
ject that you can. Admit it when he is
righl; for the acknowledgment will greatly
help 10 draw him nearer to you. He will
Ihen have no occasion to think you con-
sider your own opinions infallible.
Win hearts, not repulse them." RevieHI
alld Herald, December 16, 1884.

If you are a serious Bible student, you
know how imporant a good concordance is.
It is the ultimate reference guide for
pastors, scholars, and students, as well
as for those doing personal Bible study
or preJilaring for Sabbath school classes.
Strong s classic reference concordance has
been a standard for over 100 years. The
one shortcoming has been the large size
and the hard-to-read print. Now St1'Ong's
has been reprinted with tllese excellent
features:

• A new, smaller, easicr·to·use size (7JA by
9% inches).

• Every Word of Jesus is identified in bold type.
• The tc.xt. has been completely reset (even the Hebrew/Chaldee and
Greek dictionaries) in an easy·to·read fonnat. This means clearer print,
more white space, and greater ease while using.

• More than 12,800 people, places. and topics in the Bible are
authoritatively covered.

• Additional word studies are available in thc Hebrew/ChaJdee and Greek
dictionaries.

You may obtain tltis valuable reference tool for only $21.95.
Please see page 3 for shipping and sales tn.", information.

Prepa"ation for the Last Days
Continued from 33

Preparing Our Heart Toward Others

"We arc 10 do "II we can to remove
the prejudice that exists in the minds of
many against our work and against the
Bible Sabbath'" Tes/imollies, vol. 9, 238.

"With hearts melted in tenderness let
the Word of Truth be spoken. LeI all who
arc in error be treated with the gentleness
of Christ. If those for whom you labor do
not immediately grasp the truth, do nol
censure, do not criticize or condemn. Re-
member that you are to represent Christ in
His meekness and gentleness and love.

'''We must expect to meet unbelief
and opposition. The truth has always had
to contend with these elements. But
though you should meet the bitterest op-
position, do not denounce your oppo-
nents. They may think. as did Paul, that
they arc doing God service; and to such
we must manifest p,uiencc. meekness,
and long-suffering....

'"Even when abused and falsely ac-
cused, make no complaint; speak no word
of murmuring; let no thought of reproach
or discontent enter your mind.

hl n the advocacy of truth the binerest
opponcnts should bc tl'c,11C(\ with respect
and deference..

"Thc influence of your teaching would
be tenfold greater if you were careful of
your words.

"Every sermon you preach, every ar-
ticle you write. may be all true; but one
drop of gall in it will be poison to the
hearer or the reader. Because of that
drop of poison, one will discard all your
good and acceptable words.'" Gospel
Workers. 372-375.
While it is our dUly to expose the

aims of the Papacy, we should be care-
ful not to make sharp thrusts at the
Catholics. The Lord's servant said, "All
sharp thrusts will comc b,ICk upon us
in double measure when the power is
in the hands of those who can exercise
it for our injury. . We should not go
out of our way to make hard thrusts at
the Catholics.... Let everyone bear in
mind that we are in no case to invite
persecution. Let all be guarded in
their words, lest they place those not
of our faith in deadly opposition against
us and give Satan an opportunity to use
the unadvised words to hedge up our
way:' Testimonies, vol. 9, 241-244.

.. It is not our work to auack individuals
or institutions. We should exercise great
care lest we be understood as putting
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The Study Bible
(New Edition)

HERE is a new, compact study Bible (KJV) that the serious
Bible student will not want to be without. You will find

the same valuable Spirit of Prophecy quotations and references
found in the larger study Bibles, but with additional features
and study helps, and all in a convenient, less bulky, 6 by 81/2-
inch leather binding.

-

Summary of Features:
• Spirit of Prophecy Scripture Index

• Standard Marginal References in the
Center Column

• The Fourfold Gospel Narrative

• Chronological Tables

• Basic Bible Studies

• Bible Concordance

• Subject Index to the Scripture
Comments

• Introduction to Each Book

• Red-letter Edition

• Full-color Illustrations in Daniel and
Revelation

• A Total of 68 Maps

HOW TO USE THJS BIBLE

--
}j11

(!)'-O-T---'.._--'._.
-- -

This Bible is now available from
Hope International for only $59.95.

We are sure you will agree
it is the premier Bible for Seventh-day Adventists.

Order today!
Please see page 3 for shipping and sales tax information.


